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eee, The Birhor 


Introduction 


Many. tribes of dla depend upon hunting 
‘and food gethering for their subsistence. The 
‘means of livelihood is euch that these hunting 
ra invatably nomadic, Some of 
very little contact with any other 
‘communities while some others are in contact 
10 somo extent end have developed a symbiotic 
ionship with them. The Bithore, « nomedic 
| community of northemn Oxlat fll to the 
‘category of such a hunting end focd gathering 
‘ofoup which has reciprocal economic rel 
‘with their neighbouring peasents. 


‘The main concenvation of the Birhors is in 
where thelr population was 3,464 6 
‘enumerated in the 1971 Census, Their “number 
in Orissa during the same Census period 


Noted that the local people 
Identify the Bishors in various ways, In the 
istrict of Kalahandi and Sundorgarh they aro 
Called a8 Mankidi whereas in Meyurbhan) "and 
amour ivi tay 90. by 
Mankirdia, Intact, both th 

tho Mankidi rir they 
both are none but the Bithors, But in. tho 
1971 Consus the Birhor, the Mankidi and the 
Markirdia have boon enumerated ely 
‘because thoy have been enlisted as separate tl 
Groups in. the lst of Scheduled Tribes of Ox 
‘Taken together the Bihore Including the 
Mankidie and = Mankirdiaa numbered 1,907- 
persons in 1971 Consus 
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Their distibution In dilforont districts of tho 
State according to 1971 Census is given in 
the Tablo 1 


TABLE 1 


Distribution of Birhors 


si Namo of the Total 
No. altrct populetion 
o @ @ 
1. Sambatpur fae) 
2. Sundergerh ae) 
3. Keonthar 108 
4 Mayurbhan) 486 
5 Balasore wt 
6 Balengir et 
7 

8 

® 

10 


on for calling Bithors as Mankidi 
‘of Mankirdia is that thoy are skilled in catching 
monkeys, When the monkeys ctoste havoc 


In the rutal_atees and destroy crops, tults ond 
vegetables, the local people employ the Bithors 
Tovcatch end Kill them. The Birhors belong 
to the Austro-Asiatic languge group and 
feccording t@ their mother tongue the Bithor 
tmoene men (Ho!) of tho forest (Bir). They sre 
dark. skinned, short statured, long headed, 
\wovyhaited and broad nosed people. 


two types of Birhore—the Uthul, 
©, nomadic pirhors and the Jagi, i.e, settled 
Bimors. It ie to the nomadic section of the 
‘ibe that our attention is directed In this report 
‘The Bithors move trom place to place in 
itleront “groups in a specified rea within the 
state 


Esch gioup comprises on an average 10 to 
48. houesholds, Some of the hovecholde may 
be related to one another by blood and others 
by marriage, A Biehor camp i called Tends, 
‘wich e qonorelly set up in_a plase close to the 
forest end noar some market centre and peasent 
village. 


Material Culture 

‘the Birhors distinguish three seasons in a 
yodr, rainy. soason, winter season and summer 
feneon. Tho change of place fe frequent in 
feummor seoson than in other two eoesone. In 
fact the Bithors. stick x0 a place whore they set 
Up thoi Tende and stay forall the four month 

‘Ali of the places. whore 
itforent seazons Ie given in Table 2. 


‘the Bithote of our observed group oe" 


In the rainy season (June to September). Thelr 
Tandeis loceted in a place which i very close 
to's market centre and also. to the mountain 
anges covered with thick forest. With the 
Gestrction of the forests, is beeeming very 
dificult now a days to find such o plece. Under 
fsuch. circumstances nearnose to the maiket 
fcentte is given more preference to thet of the 
forest while selecting a place for setting uP 
the Tande, 


In winter season the Bithors feel the need 
{or chenging the camp two or three vimos, But 
more frequent in the summer 
son because of shortago of food. supply In a 
partiguar place. The barks of Sia/i creeps 

{which isthe main forest produco to which thelr 
‘ubsistence end tWvelinood is intimetely attached 
fre evaliablo In plenty in. rainy saeson ond 
therefore shiting of Tanda le not necossery in 
thie 


‘The situation in tho summer season is different 
Inthie soason the foreet growth ie affected by 
th ‘sun and fore fire, Moreover, the 
‘wanton dostruetion of the forest by some tribal 
Communities who  prectiso. shitting cultivetion 
fand by the non-tibal people who gather fuel: 
Wood trom the forest meke it difficult for the 
Birhows. to. got. the required amount of bark in 
fone place and therefore they are forced to 
thange thele camp two or the timoe, 


ly set up thelr Tend in 


‘TABLE 2 


Name of the place 
‘of Tonds 


@ 


oO) 


Nilgit 
Kendumundl 

Molana 

Satkosia 

Dhokots 

Gudebhangs 

ongedine 4 
Hethikocha i 
Nedinocha 


Seasonal change of locations of Tande 


District 

@) “ 
Bolasore Rainy 
Mayurbhan) Rainy 
Keonjhar Rainy 
Mayurbhan) s Winter 
Keonjner Wint 
Mayurbhen} Winter 
Mayurbhenj Winter 
Keonjhar Winter 
Keonihar winter 


Name of the place 
of Tenda 


@ 


Si. 
No. 


oy 


10 
" 


Morichapal 
Tameka 

12 Kaliapani 
13 
4 


Angul 
Dita 
15 Nondara 
16 
"W 
18 
19 


Patatkota 
Harichandagpur 


Janghira 
alkeohi 


‘Tho Blihore mko thelr huts in Veaves. A hut 
alled. “Kumbha’ is conical In shape 
‘oval shaped base covering in. chu 
ference about 60 feet living space Inaldo. The 
hlaht of the Kummbho at tho contro ie 5 foot 


‘There son entrance in the middle on the 
Jong. side of the hut which js throe foot in 
brand Tho Kumbha le divided into theo 
compartments. On the right side of the entronco 
|e. space vet apart for tho Kitchen. During 
tain when cooking Is not possible outdoors the 
foods aro cooked at this place. Tho contra 
partie used for sleoping. On its loft side. thore 
wa place which is used for storing things. In 
the ear portion of tho hut, tho goat-pen i 
ptuaont on the tight side and the fowl:pon ie 
Dresent on tho loft side. The pet-dog of tho 
family finds ite place either in the eleoping 
portion or in the rear ond of the hut according 
{to its convenience, A door called Bagdir ma 
‘of twigs woven in. loaves is used to close the 
‘entrance When the family mombers are out on 
hunting and gathoting in the forest. 


The Kumbha is mado of suplings thatched 
with twigs having leaves. A wooden beam 
‘supported by two forked wooden poles which 
fare stuck to the ground holds tho frame of the 
‘Kumble in position. Rafters are laid on clthor 
fide of tho boam ore covered with twigs with 
leaves. Wooden splits one inside and the other 
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Distlot ‘Soason 
@ i) 
Keonihar Winter 
Koonjhar Summer 
Cuttack ‘Summer 
Dhenkanal Summer 
Keonthat ‘Summer 
Keonihat ‘Summer 
Keonjhar Summer 
Keonjhar ‘Summer 
Keonil Summer 
Koonjhar ‘Summer 


‘outside the Kumbho aro tied to each thor by 
‘Moans of Siai/ barks to keop the rafters Intact, 
‘The hut le thatched very skilfully to make I 
ralnproot, 


‘A household has its own Kumbho in which 
patents and children sloop at night. In addition 
to Individual Kumbws thore ave two other typos of 
Kumbhas in ovory Blnor Tarde, One Kumbho 
known as Dhingala is used by tho unmartod 
‘boys for slooping at night and tho other Kumbhe 
known as Kud! Ada is for the unmarted git, 


The Tanda is heterogeneous in clan compos: 
tion and each clan hos a small hut of te own 
‘ot apart os the Shrine of the clan deity, The 


clan mombers offer food and worship the deity 
in this ple, 


inimum 80 that they can move from place to 
place oonveniontly. The Table 3 gi 

‘of thelr household articles, domesticated 
Processed products and miscellaneous toms 
fof objects which wore found In a Tande 
during our field work. This Inventory concerns 
five Bithor householde of a Tande which 
Wiss located at Kendumundi, 9 mult-caste 
village 17 kms. away from Karanlia on the 
Karanja-Thakurmunda road in Mayurbhan} 
dletet. 


ice oe 2s ee 


oi | 100Gms. 50.Gms, 200 Gms. 100 Gms. 250 Gms. 700 Gms. 

Maize . 5 a - Ke 1 Ko. 
Spices ee fot RS Re2 A 3OABLTT 
Dried monkey Ko a 2 Kos. a Kg. 4 Ror. 
meat 
Processed Products 

Rope eer) ee 10 Mir, 20 Mus, 60 Mrs. 
Broom Soon 1 : 7 1 3 Nos. 
‘ting 2 1 1 ’ 2 7 Nos. 
Halter HEN 2 1 3 2 9 Nos. 
Mat pay! 2 2 2 6 13 Nos. 
Net (Monkey- 1 1 2 1 1 6 Nos. 
cateher) 

Net (Squire 1 1 Es 1 1 4 Nos. 
catcher) 

Adornments 

Ornament +1 Pal earsting A Necklace 

(rolled gold) {(olled gold) 
Toleum TP = ones 5 2 Pass. 
powder (60 Gme) (60 Gme) (100 Gms.) 
| clothes (mn 6 6 8 6 7 983 Piécos 

pieces) 

Comb tee es 1 i 1 2 Nos. 
Animals and Birds 

Gost > 8 2 3 4 18 Nos. 
Poultry Soe 1 2 * 4 7 Nos. 
Dog ees 2 2 ih 1 4 Nos. 


Name of Gui Ram Des Akale = Kelles Kasi Total 
the item ‘Monkirdia © Mankirdla Menkitdia  Mankirdia Menkidio 
GO) @ i) “ © © m™ 

Utensits 

Cooking Vessels 2 1 2 3 2 10 Nos. 
(io). 

Cooking Vessels 2 F 2 ey 1 7 Nos. 
(Gall) 

Aluminium 3 3 4 4 14 Nos. 
utensil, 

Bell bowl a en sj 2 2 Nos. 
Tools and weepone 

Knife 2 2 1 1 1 7 Nos. 
Axe me 4 2 2 2 12 Nos, 
Wooden flattened 3 2 Pa a 4 9 Nos. 
stick, 

Vegetable cutter 8 - = 1 1 No, 
Miscolleneous 

Ledle made of |, 1 a a = 1 Wo. 
coconut shel, 

Bamboo (bis) 2 a 2 2 4 13 Nos. 
basket. 

Monkey hide .. 2 1 2 2 5 Nos. 
‘Bamboo (Smell) 

Bosker 1 1 ey 1 3 6 Nos. 
Bottle 4 3 2 1 10 Now. 
Big 1 S re 1 2 Nos. 
Container 

Mado of net 2,1 1 1 3 Nos. 
Snail shell. 20 a . 20 Nos. 
Peocock tail = 1 = * = 3 Nos. 
Low wooden 

Stool 1 si eZ 2 3.Nos, 
Fuol se Bos. 10Kon 5 Kos. 20 Ker, 
Lamp (earthon).. 4 ue 1 1 4 Nos, 
Bolstor 1 ie 3 ms 5 6 Nos. 
Bamboo yoko .. 1 2 1 1 2 7 Nos, 
Grain mocsuring 1 oe 2 3.Nos. 
re 

See fas : 1 1 1 3 Nos. 
Musics! — Instru- i 3a 3 6 Nos. 


ment. 


Name of the item  Guni --RamDat © Akala.=—_Kallon_—Kasia, =Total 
Mankirdia Mankirdia —MankidiaMankirdia Mankirdi 

o) @ @) O) 6) O) o 
Water containe 3 : a 2 7 Nos. 
Halter moant for 1 8 2 4 18 Nos. 
oat. 
Umbrella (cloth) re 1 1 No, 
Gloss eae 5 4 E 1 No, 
Bumboo stick = = i 1 i 1 No. 
Torh iets e 1 = 1 No. 
Spoon & H 2 as 2 4 Nos. 
Loaf cups ond 2 2 10 12. Noo. 
plates. 
Plate (Aluminium) 1 8 6 Nos. 
Match box os TPR. TPR. 
Herbal medicines EY 2 eS 1 Boxtul 1 Boxful 


Economic lite 

“The main occupation of the Birhors is the 
{Lams Bayer), which are used for different purposes. A list of the types of ropes and 
land the manner of uss Is given in Table 4. 


TABLE 4 
Outurn of ropes made by Bithors 


making of ropes out of the batk of Siali cr 


‘cost por unit 


Si. Local torm Bitmor term Cost per Use 
No. nit 
) ) Oy o) C) 
1. Sika ‘Sikur Re. 500 Attached to canying pole 2 pairs per 
(Sling) per peir. for canying things on heed, 
shoulder 
2. Pogha os Pagha Ro. 1:00 per Rope for tethoring cattle .. 20 pleces per 
ploce, head. 
3, Barkal se Barehi Re. 400per Used for drawing water by 10 locos pot 
(Rope for drawing ple. means of water pots ‘fom two person 
wale 
‘4. Pandechhat! (Halter Kedadoghe Ra. 6:00 Rope in which buffeloos are 8 to 10 plec 
fo buffalo) tw 6 tothored, por hoad. “4 
‘5. Chholipeghe (Halter Meromiode For tying goats ++ 20 plocos por 
for goat) howd. 
6. Jounit ee Dhouned For tving cat 10 to 12pleces 
of harvest. per head. 


‘The Bithore algo meke small baskets (Tups) 
‘out of the Sie” bark which are used for pressing 
cll seeds. Except the baskets end the ropes: 
2d for tying the buffaloes which cannot be 
Dropered by women, all other types of ropes 
‘arg mado by both men and women. One load 
(of Siall barks ls sufficient to turn out ropes and 
baskets woith Rs. 20 and a person can exhaust 
1 eingle load of. barks In two days. On on 
thor turns out finished products. of 

Dorks, worth Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per day, 


‘The animale ond birds which the Birhors are 
{fond of keoping at home are gosts and chickans. 
‘They koop thego animale and birds to sellin tho 
market f0r cash ond to offer them to their deities 
‘on ritual occasions. 


‘The Bithors are skiled monkey catchers. 
thoy use nets mado of Siali creepers for 
catching monkeys. They oat the fiesh of the 
‘monkey and. geli tho skin for cath. Use of 
‘tymerie in the proparstion of curry out of 
monkey's fash ie @ taboo emong the Birhors. It 
is believed that the use of turmeric will make 
them unsuccessful in thelr monkey hunting. 
Sometimes they catch beds with the help of 
nates, and equines, heres and deor with the 
help of traps and nets. The birds and enimale 
‘caught are generally disposed of in the neigh 
outing vilages or at the market place for cash. 


Many Bithors know how to do the weeding. 
transplanting and harvesting of paddy end find 
femployment in egricultual labour during such 
foperetions. In many places they eam subtential 
amount of money from this sources. Sometimes 
‘they collect roots end tubers. fits and flowers 
‘rom the forest for consumption purposes. But 


‘there are other types. of forest products. such as 
resin which they collect for alling to thé local 
‘people for cash. They also cafch mongoose and 
Peacock and sall them to the loesl people who 
like t0 keep hem es pet animals and birds, 


‘The staple food of the Bithors is rice. With 
‘the sale proceeds of ropes and forest produce 
‘they buy thelr weekly requirements of rice, com, 
‘millet and other things. from the market. They 
‘collect various typcs of green feaves from the 
nearby places end mushrooms end. various 
‘types ot fruits such as -Kendu, Jack: fruit 
‘and Mongo from the forest for their own 
consumption. Whenever time permite during 
their tip to forest for collection of barks, they 
dig out roots and tubers and also collect” honey 
‘which supplement their principal cereal dit, 


In many places cocoong are avalblo in 
forest and the Bihors are well, soquelntod with 
these places. The cccoons add to the income 
‘of the Bithors in the form of ash which they 
use for buying clothes. 


Authough the Birhors tap different sources 
{or their livelinood they run deficit of ‘thelr food 
‘supply almost every year. During the scarce 
period they est mengo kernnels which 210 pre- 
‘served at home for use in such difficult times. 


The weeldy budget of 2 Bithor family may 
‘throw more light on thelr living conditions. For 
‘this purpose the weekly income and expenditure 
‘of the family of Sandu Mankirdia ststloned at 
Kendumund! is given below. The budget relates 
10 the period from 19th to 26th August, 1984, 
‘Toe family of Sendu Mankirdie comprises his old 
mother, brother and brother's wife and his 
daughter, 


‘The income of the wook was deawn from the following sources— 


1. Sale of bark products— 


(0) Tuppe s+ Sala (12 pieces) + Re 2000 
() Site 8 Paite Re 1800 
(©) Pagha + Places Re 499 
(@) Pondachhatt 3 Pale Ro. 1500 
(6) Chhtipegha 4 Pleces se Re 200 

2. Income from wage oarmed by sendu's daughter—9 elles of paddy .. Re. 11°25 

3. Saving from previous week Re. 1200 

Tort fe 7925 


Items of expenditure are as follows — 


1. Food stutts 
Rice 6} Ko- - Rs 2000 
Dat os Re 080 
Brinjat ~ fe 20 
Potato + Re 050 
Onion - Be, 025: 
Spleee ss RA 060 
‘sate ts Re 025 
Mustard oll ce Re 060 
2. Drink eR 1000 
3, items of fred-food and mutton curry taken with wine os Ree 200 
4 Titi oR 128 
6. Clothes and omaments oR 1300 
6. Tobacco va 080 
7. Kerosene os Re 040 


Total -. AS. 5175 


i 
i 


‘The Bithore do not have any 
{rom wook to week. The maximum 
‘weekly income is of the order of Rs. 
‘minimum Rs. 20. A Biihor family 
rmembore like that of Sandu Mankiria 
Toast 7 Kgs. of rice per week which costs 
to Re. 25. This means thet_when the 
Income ig limited to RS. 20 to Rs. 25 the 
purchase rice much tess in quantity than thet they break the seeds into small pieoos and 
Tequited por woek In order to buy other boil them. Thereafter the boled powdered seeds 
Which are badly needed In daily life. ‘are kept in small baskets, Two fully filled in 
‘beekets are kept one upon the othor and both are 
opt betwoon the two planks of wood which 
‘comprises the oll press. One end of these two 
planks is ted tightly end Ineertedinto 9 groove 
Imade for this purpose In a tree and. tho other 
‘end of the lowor plank is kopt_ to reston a bid 
pleco of stone above the ground and the fillod= 

in oll-seeds baskets are pressed by lowering the 
‘upper plank so as to tightly press tho baskets ~ 
‘until the oll comes out. 

‘One ond. of these two planks ts ted tightly 
and inserted Into 2 groove mado for this purpose 
Jin-a tr end the ather end of the lower planks 
fe kept to rest on a big piece of stone sbove 
‘the ground and the filled-in oil-sood beskets 
bun. ‘re pressed by lowering the upper plank 60 06 


‘The Bichors use. different types of oil for 
different purposes such as cocosnut oll usod 
in the body and also for dressing halt, 
‘mustard oll for cooking food and Mohue oll 
(Tola) for lighting temps, ‘The Birhors are 


is 
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to tightly press. the beskets until the oll comes 

‘out. The oil which is extracted from the seeds 
{s collected in an earthen pot which Is kept 
below on the ground, 


‘The Bithors use earthen vessels fcr cooking 
food. They elso use earthen pitchars for storing 
‘water. ‘They buy these earthen vessels from 
‘the woekly market from the potters on payment 
of cash. A big earthen pot costs Rs. 3 and 
fan earthen pitcher costs Rs. 1°50. A household 
‘needs two pitchers and two or thee eaithen 
ots. They go on using these vessats until 
they break, Generelly, two earthen pitcho's 
‘and two to thee earthen pots which ere required 
in the minimum in a Bichor family having four 
to five members, lst for thvee to fow months 
During the transit from one Tanda to the other 
‘the belongings which are canied by them to 
the new camp include the earthon vessels, 


Aluminium pots and pans ao in vse in all 
‘the Bichor households. One baw, one plats and 
{two tothree cups constitute the aluminium vessels 
| @ Birhor family, Leat cups ae still common in 


‘conspicuous by thalt absence among them, 
Inventory of household articles in 2 Birbor 
Tanda located ot Kendumundi shows that there 
‘were only two brass plates found in the whole 
of that Tendo, 


Bamboo baskers are needed to store things st 
home. The Bithors get the botkers et. the 
‘waokly market from the basket makore on 
payment in cash. A basket of minimum size 
Coste Rs. 2 end two baskets of this size lst 
for a year or so. The Bihors use mets for 
sleeping: Palm loaves aro used for woavieg 
the mats which ia the work of the women, 


‘Tho. Bithors of Kendumundi Tand don't 
know the use of bow and arrow and theroforo 
do not have them. The only weepon which 
hos multipurpose use Is axe. Local. black- 
‘smiths eupply these axes and an axe costs about 
Rs. 6 and lasts for about five to seven yoats 
tig eharpened periodicslly by the local 
black smiths on the market-day end each time 
It costs 60 paige per sharpening. In some 
houses people have knives. A knife costs 
Re. 1 and is used for pesling of tho betk 
from tho Siafi creepers. 

Cloth umbrella is 2 new household item 


which may be found in one or two houssholds 
in a Tanda, Fot instence, there wors only two 


such umbrellss found in two houssholds out 
‘of @ total of nine households which comprise 
the Bithor Tande st Kendumundl. The people 
use county lamp fed with kerosene inal the 
‘households, But ¢ fow of them use lantern. The 
lventory shows that, thore were two lanterns 
in the Tance st Kendumundl. The {enter 
‘requires kerosene worth 50 paise per night 
‘wherees the house cén be lighted for two 
nights with a country lamp at the same costs, 

Tho Birhors have neither mortar and pestle 
‘not country husking lover. Whenever thoy 
‘the wages. in paddy, they dry it st home 
therectter take Ito some house in the nearby 
village to get ft husked. 


Our observation of the economic life of the 
hors. shows tht they leat which is 
full of hazzids and hardships and below the 
level of subsistence. Even though they live 
from hand to mouth they eppecr to be very 
Joyful end contended. Almost in every evening 
‘oti the boys and gitls join together and spend 
ime in singing and dancing In accompaniment 
(of music from flute and drum, 


‘The family which js the smallest social unit 
‘emong the Birhors is invariably of nucloar type, It 
comprises father, mother and unmarried children. 
In some cases either the widow mother or the 
‘widower fother fives with theit maried son in 
his family. The grown-up sons and daughters 
work for the femily with their patents until thoy 
‘10 married. But they sleep at night in thelr 
respective dormitories. 


‘The next higher social unit is clan which 
‘regulates morricge. Clan is exogamous and any 
sexual union within the clan is ineestuous. Our 
study of the Bithor Tande located at Kendumundi 
‘shows that it was composed of the following 
five clans, 


1. Singh 
2. Hombrum 
3. Nogpuria 
4, Majhi and 
5. Sila 
‘As the Tanda is multi clan in composition, 
Interclan mariege within the Tanda is in vogue 


2mong the Birhars. The genealogy which was 
collected from different households of this Tande 
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shows that the mele members have brought 
their wives fiom several Tandss such 23 Dhstdhate 
fand Mehuldia of Mayurbhan} distict, Nigii of 

lesore distict, Dhudacm end Ghetgaon of 
eonjher sti, Kaligpani snd Tamka of Cuttock 
istrct ond Kamekhya Negar of Dhenkanal 
istrict. Cross cousin marriage is not prectised 
‘among the Bithors. But mariege of Sororcte 
fand Levitate type are in vogue. 


‘Whenever the people of 8 Tande want to 
sift 10 @ new place all the households of the 
Tarde move enbloc and set up theit Tends there. 
Betore the huts ato constructed, a ritual is per 
formed by sacificing two gosts and five chickens 
‘and offering prayers to encestors. A men can 
je his parent Tard et will ond join = 
‘now Tands elsewhere. There will be none to 
‘obstruct him from feaving the old Tanda and 
Joining the new one. He Is sho at liberty to 
fetum to his perent Tande at will where he wi 

be tocelved by the inmates of the Tande cordially. 
tis the practice that the new comer clfers drink 
to the people of the Tande end yo the Tarde 
hhecdiman fot thelr acceptance of his coming 
‘nd living with them in the Tends 


‘There is a beadman in each Tande who is 
called (ukhye or Big man end this post is 
‘normally handed down from father to son The 
Tanda heedmen combines with him the functions 
of religious headman (Dehuti) and in this eave 
tity fe worships the deity and associates in all 
the ritual pertormaneea. There is no system of 
‘any payment to the Secular-cum-Religious hecd- 
én for the services rendered by him. | But some 
Times hes given wine and tifin particularly on 
rmaiket days by his Tanda members 38 a gesture 
(of fellow feeling, generosity end hospitality. tis 
hateworthy that harmony and friendship is main 
{tained throughout emong the househoids in = 
Tanda. It any conflict arises between some 
households, the Tanda headmen settles such 
Conflicts through hie persone! Intervention end 
atbitsation, 


“The Bithots fotlaw the prectice of social boy 
cott which i called Chindal or Began. Tho 
‘person who Is kept under boycott is not alowed 
fo mix with others and ell kinds of help which 
he was ordinarily getting from others ere with= 
deewn. It is sont of punishmest for a correct 
measure to bring a deviant of any peson 
Suffering from certsin situally unclean ness 
beek to the normal position. 


“The situation which invokes socisl boycott is 
incestuous sexual union between brother and 
sister or persons belonging to. the same clan. 
Persons who commit such offences ate kept 
segregated untl they psy the fines levied on 
‘them by other members of his Tanda. Genersly, 
‘the fine comprises 1 Kg. of rics, some. turmeric 
‘and Fs. 10 in cesh. The sual Involved for 
Teadmiting the devient int the Tenda includes 
‘clean sheving of his heed snd giving him a 
clean bith. 


‘When any person develops maggots in the 
sore of ny pert of the body. this pereon is al6o 
‘put under social boycott unl the sore is head 
fend the above mentioned ritual is performed 
‘secompanied with a common feast in the Tan 
‘The pereon who wes put under boycott mects 
‘the expenses of the ritual and feast 

‘As regards the intor-caste and interdining the 
Binhows est cooked food in the houses of Sant 
‘and Kolhae but the reverse is not in vogue. The 
‘commumn'ties which they evokd In this respect are 


‘Muslims. Herijens and Khsrlas. Any breach of 
‘the commensal rules loas to social boycott und 
the consequence arising therefiom, 

Life cycle 


"The Bithor ides of life is a continuous pro- 
‘cess fr-m bitth to desth through Infancy, edo 
Josence, youth mertige and old go and lastly 
<deeth, He tegords himsolf 2s the supreme crea 
tion of earth and has been bound by supeina~ 
ura influences. The deeth, which brings lito 
to.an end tekes him to the unveen world wh 
‘men is transformed into spirit and starts 
influencing the human beings cf this world, 
Birth 

‘The binh of a baby Ie 2 matter of gH 
tejoicing emong the Bimhors. Piegnancy is very 
mach welcome. An importent woman i contl- 
ered ingusricious. A couple having children 

a higher status than 2 childless counterpart 

in Biinor society. The fether is addressed as Aba 


‘wheress those heving none to «ddress thems 
uch feel depressed. When # baby_ is bon 

Birhor household, it i believed thet one of the 
‘ancestors hes taken reblith and therefore ‘the 
family’s fortune and wel-being have come back 
with greeter potency end viteity, Among the 


Birhor a male child 's preferred to a female child 
because the etter eeves her parents, ofter 
maniege end therefore is of limited economic 
uty. 
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Some of the symptoms of pregnancy are 


particularly inthe advanced stege. 
‘the is Mot allowed to go outside or come in 


contoct with dead body and move near the 
shrine (Sel). She is forbidden to. take con- 
ted_meat. While going out of her hot 


use 
‘sho must cover herself completely with her 
clothes, least enemies oF persons with evil eye 
should do hat dome harm. 


‘As soon a8 tho woman fools labour pain, en 
old woman of her lineage having experience 
In detivery is immodiately called for. in dificult 
‘caves some herbs! medicines are given to the 
ppfegnant woman. As soon as the child is 
born the old woman who was attending on her 
informs the husband therester, and it tkes 
no time for others to know about the birth of the 
‘hid. The umbilical cord of the child is cut by 
‘meane of & sharp snail. 


‘After bith, the mother and the child re 
considered unclean. Its Tnteresing to note thet 
‘with the birth of s child the whole Tends comes 
Under ritual pollution 2s does the femily in 
‘which the bith tock plees. Tho whole Tande 
Ia considered impure and all the rituals are 
‘suspended for the poriod. On the 7th dey the 
Dehuri (Priest) comes and performs the tual 
‘which Is mecnt forthe fine! putfieation of the 
Tande mombers and for the pteliminsty puti- 
fication of the new child and his parents. 


On the 21st day a tual is observed and 
‘only. the kin members ate invited to participate. 
On this day the mother is led tothe nearby 
source of weter where her women relatives 
smear her with turmeric peste mixed with Mohue 
‘ll and all the accompanying women take ritual 
bath thete and retutn to her house, Coming 
to the house sho throws the old used oarthen, 
pots and cooks In new pots which have been 
brought previously. The futher shaves tho baby 
with a razer, In the meantime the Dehur? 
‘worships the clan deity end the supreme deity 
‘Logo Bir and Budhi Mai and a black cock ond 
4 white one are sacifced. The escrifcial moat 
cooked and a small feast is emanged. On 
the following day a name ie given to tho 


‘beby by the elderly women of the Tenda and 
‘nother feast is arranged to feed the assornbled 
‘elatives and guests. 


Marriage 

Manioge is considered @ significant ovent 
In one's life. One cannot think of adult life 
‘without being merried, The mariageuble age 
In the exse of a gil is 14 to 18 yoars end in 
‘the c2se of a boy le 20 to 25 yours. 


Ins marriage ceremony the gies parente 
Inout sll the expenses snd the boy's patents pay 
the bride price which comprises Re. 1200 and 
‘hee pieces of clothes. The guosts and 
telatives invited to the marioge ceremony 
‘contribute. according to their might, 


‘There is no specified month in which the 
‘martioge takes place. Generally the best timo for 
‘marriege ig after tho raine whwon people have 
‘some savings in hand and the guests and rela- 
tives ore entertsined without difficulty. Before 
mertioge the boys and gitle have to spend at 
least two Years in their spective dormitories end 
‘thee efter the martege is thought of. Most of 
‘the martiages are of arranged type in which 
‘epotistion is held between the parente of the 
Bride and the bridegtoom to settle detells 
regarding the bride price, the date of matriage, 
the number of guests ond relatives to be invited 
‘and the bridal fesst. 


‘The aay on Which the matisge takes plece, 


‘house. The mariage is solemnized there in tho 
presence of the Tanda elders. ‘The Bridegroom, 
‘smears vermiion on the forehead of the bride 
which symbolises solemniation of marriage. 
‘The bride's father provide cocked food end drink 
to the bridegroom's pent. 


The family obsotves mortusry pollution for 
‘2 period of ten days. On the tenth dey, the 
‘heed of the household (mole member) gove 
to the burial ground and cells the spirit to 
his own hut and set tre to tho emull loaf hut 
‘rected there for the spirit. An ecrthen lamp 
‘ie kept burning and is covered under 2 winno- 
‘wing fen in the house tlle comes. Ae goon 
‘26 the men beating the spirit enters the house, 
‘the light under the winnowing fan goes out 
Which indicstes the entry of the split of 
‘the deed into the hut, 


" 


Sometimes in the mid-day ell the tineege 
‘members end the pall-bearers get purified by the 
Dehuri (orlest) who arranges. @ ritual in front 
fof tho shrine of the clan deity (Ore bonga) and 
‘aerifces a cock and offers mohue wine and 
‘cooked food. 


‘Thoreatter, he sprinkles. water all over the 
Tende and over the lineage members. Ia 
‘the evening # feast ja arranged and the elderly 
ptsons of the Tandle, lineage members ond 
Other invitees participate in tho feast. After 
‘the foast Ie over, all tho invitees give consolation 
‘0 tho mombere of tho ‘bereaved family and 
ve for tholr roypactive Tandas. 


‘The boys and gils of both the patios dance 
‘and sing in great joy and happiness tothe tune of 
their drums and. other musical instruments. 
‘Attar the -martiaga coromony Is over, the bride 
‘and the groom with the party return to. tho 
latter's Tanda where the father of the gtoom 
arrangos a feast for thom. 


Death 

‘When the death of a person takes place in any 
house. other mombors of the house send the 
news to. all the people of their lineage, The 
tural death according to the Birhors, is that 
‘whieh eomes when 2 person is very old. if any 
jporson dies prior to the old age it is_bolloved to 
be due to the machination of the evil spirits and 
Sorcerers, On getting the decth news the me 
‘and. dear ones come to console the bereaved 
family and make nocossary arrangements for the 
poural of the corpse, The women-folk. smear 
turmetic paste on the face of the deod body 
fand a pleco of new white cloth Is covered all 
‘over. A wooden frame of the type of a ladd 
Te mado and tho doad body fe aid on it and is 
‘onried to the burial ground (Gachhad) by four 
Tineago members ond other accompany them. 


‘Atronch of about six foot Into three fest into 
five foot in dimension is dug. by tho rolatives. in 
tho burial ground, It ls dug In euch a way 
that the hed can be kopt in the south-woat 
direction. 


‘The new white clath is spread on the float of 
the trench on which the deed body with taco 
‘upward i laid. Thereafter the tench is. filled 
Up with goll, Big stones ere kept on the pit so 
‘that the jacklos end other animals may not dig 
‘out and eat up corp. 


‘Attor the buries over all the ps 
‘and the eceompaniod members go toe place, 
lable and take both th 


and practices 


‘The pkhore believe in_many gods ond 
goddesses, According to thom somo of these 
‘opernetural belngs are benovolent and others 
malevolent who erecte trouble and cause 
Iiness and douth. They also worship thelr 
‘ancvstor® at home on several ritual occasions 
Generally, ancestor worship is. practised with 
the purpose of enjoying good health ond for 
being successful in hunting end collection of 
forest produce without mecting any accident. 


Logo Bir and Budhi mel are the two main 
‘and supreme deities of the Bithors. It is 
lieved. that their abode les in the thicket 
fof Similipal hill ranges and they ere wor- 
‘hipped. in diffacnt. months particulary in the 
‘months of Awina (Septembar-October) and 
Pausa (Decembor-January). In the month of 
Margasir (Novembor-Dacembst) the ancestors 
‘1 worshipped at home and tn the month 
Of Bhadreb (August-September) a deity called 
Karma Thakur is worshipped. The main idea 
‘of worshipping such deities is to got thelr 
blessings for the goneral_ well-being of tho 
people end for getting food all the timo 
land. also for achieving success in thlt various 
‘economic sctivities without falling Into any 
fccldent end. ilinoss, Table Sand Table 6 
‘ovo description of different deities and the 
onthe in which they are worshipped, 


Every clan has its own clan deity for which 
‘8 emall loaf hut Is. constructed inthe Tande 
nd food and prayer are offered to the clan 
daity on oll ritual occa 
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‘The Bichors have falln victims to. family 
planning progtemmes. The demography of the 
‘ribo does not show any alarming increase in 
Population which warrants limitetion of Birhor 
population. According to the 1971 census tho 
Population of tho Birhors was only 92. In such 

situation there eppeare to be noneed for the 
iors to. adopt family. planning practices. But 
eis found that many Bimhors have been sterilized 
in order to got financial assistance. During out 
fold work wo havo mot with two such Inatans 
cos In the Kendumund! Birhor Tande. Some 
lunforesoon events and destle conteqyences took 
plceo soon after they wore operated upon. and 
jpooplo attib.ted these mishaps to the Vesoctomy 
{to which theso two Birhors ware gubjocted. In 
both tho esse thoy lost thelr wives within 0 
ptiod of threo works fom the date of operation 
‘and thoroatter ono of them lost all the children 
fand the othor who had two sons and one 
‘daughter lost all his sons, Both of them wero 
young and cepablo of bearing children. The 
Bithore strongly believed that their supreme 
oity got angry with those two people for under~ 
going ezaration ond punished them by causing 
desth to the members of their families. with 
the objective of leaving none to. continue in the 
progeny. There was no escape from this divine 
punishment and 5 2 result the family. planning 
Prestices are dreaded in the Bithor community. 
Oi» of the Vesectomized victim pathetically 
expressed during the Intorviow that he was very 
keen to gat matried second timo but no woman 
‘was willing to marry him because in the Bithor 
‘society stron women fe looked down upon. 


‘Stfotogy for Development 

‘The Bihors lend a nomadle style of life. As 
‘the seasons change they move from ono place 
to the other. But in all the seasons they try to 
have the Tanda very close to forest, The Simill- 
pal hill ranges, atound which most of their 
Tandas avo aituéted aro vialy linked with. thelr 
‘economia life, They colleat Siall ork from the 
forest fo meko vatlous types of ropes whieh 
‘are in grost domand In the farming community 
Tho wanaactions between the Birhors ond tho 
locel pecants tek> place at the wookly. markets, 
Its for this reason thot they sot up thoit Tandas 
‘neat euch morket places for conveniently diay 
posing of thel finished goote and forest produce 
for cash income. 


‘Tho Bithors avo skilled monkey catchers. 
‘When thero wos no restriction t0 catch monkeys 
In the resorved forests they set nets in somo 


16 


pc a EOS aE Eg 


convenient places in the forest to catch monkeys. 
‘They eat monkey flosh snd sell the monkey 
3 cash, Some times 


‘and destroy crops thelt help is. sought on pay= 
iment of money to cetch ond Kill the monkeys, 


‘Aw thoy live close to the people who cerry on 
agrioutural practices, they have observed various 
‘egrcultural opertions. and most of them heve 
‘exporlence in ploughing land. showing srede, 
transplonting seedlings and othor types of agri. 
foulkural works auch aa weeding, manuring and 
harvesting. Both men and women of their commu 
nity are employed by the farmars on wage 
{o holp thom In vetlous agricultural opcitions 
‘The income from egicultutal labour is seesonal 
‘and therefore not very substantial 

‘The occupations which festure prominently o¢ 
ubstantial soureee of Income among the Buhore 
fre rope meking which is their primory source of 
livelihood and gost keaping. Tho Birhots buy 


young ehe-goate from tho wuokly maiket at a 
‘nominal cost of Re, 40 to Rs. 60 and raigo them 
propetly to beer kids which they soll when they 


in groct demand in the ruc 
fetch substantial emount of money 40 the Bihors 
Sometimes they also buy goats of one yoar old 
at Re, 600 Re, 0. After rearing them fora 
Year or 80 take them to market place for sale. 
‘These goats lo fetch them very substentiat 
Jncome which varies trom Rs, 140 to Rs. 160 
per gost 

Ite the opinion of the Birhors that they no 
Jonger want to move from place to place. Instead 
they are very eager to sittle down permanontly 
in some places and estty on cultivation of paddy. 
‘They havo. exprossed thet they need. lend, 
plough, bullocks and sceds for this purpose. 
From our discussions with thom we found thot 
thoy wets intowested {in having tile roofed perma 
ont houses in place of leet thatched huts, 


Somo timo beck the Project Administ ctor 
‘of Koranjia latograted Tribal Dovolopment Agency 
tuppliod 25 Kgs. of juto to exch of tho Bithor 
households of —Kendumundi Tanda. They 
‘accepted tho jute. and manufactured ropes and 
fold them st tho local market. Since uch kind 
‘of help did not continue, tho Bithors reverted to 
thoit old plactico of meklng ropes from slali 
barks, They pointed out thet as compared with 
‘bark-made ropes. the jute-made ropes fetched 
them 8 highor price and thete wes no ned for 
them to move from pleco to place in scarch of 


fibros, As the help from the ITDA did not come 
foith on @ continuing basis they had to go 
back to their nomadic way of Ifo in order to 
{961 the raw matersis for making berk-rones, 


“© the development of the Bishor ie their toha- 
bilitstion in agrieuturat colonies which should 
bbe set up close to market places end not for 
from places. where thay set up their Tendas 
‘youd Simtel hill ranges. Exeh household 
should be alléeed adequate land with ito 
rights over it. Tho benoticlrlee of exeh colony 
should be provided with plough Bullocks, soeds, 
fonizers and any othor inputs required fo 
{growing crops. The moit Important point in 
‘any rehabilitation is people's paticipation in all 

works, concetning the sctiling up of the colony. 

Therefore tho bencicloiee of each colony 
should bo motivated for their phytleel and 
smetionel Involvement in closing the land and 
tigation woiks, digging wolls, constucting 


hhouses, building epproach roads and scheols. 
‘The cost of materials including Iebour charges 
should be borne by the Government and payment 
made dally at the end of the work end in no. 
ease contractors should be employed for any 
‘work in the eclony. 


The Bithows ere excellent rope makers, As 
they would settlo down In cclony.permenontly 
thoy may not get sali back in suffllent quant 
‘throughout the yeer, In that case jute may be 
supplied to thom on'e regular boais for making 
{opes. Gost reoring Is snotiwe ovocetion. In 
which they heve gained vast expetionce, Ech 
household should bo provided required units of 
‘90:18 for rearing. Thes two subsidery occu 
ations will not only fetch them suficiont cash 

thoir oxgensos on clothes and dally 
lo but olao help effectively in. stabilizing 
thoir new sedentzry mode of living in the ealeny 
fon a permanent basis. 


Dalton, E. T— 


Sinn, D. 
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Demographic dynamics in the 


Trans Himalayan Tribal 


Tract of Kinnaur : A perspective on 


Socio-economic Implications 


Introduction 


Changes in population numbers have a 
significant bearing on the demogrephic fabric 
fas well ax tho socio-economic personality. of 
‘an aroa during a given period ot time. Fertility, 
‘mortality and. migration atv the three doter- 
‘minants affecting populction change at # plsce. 
Birth :ete and. doath rato statstios are faulty 
in India on the registration is imperfect end 
Jncomplete es woll. In 9 region lke Kioneur 
suffering from physical constraints these data 
re atil more tally.’ Altiough in view of the 
corective measures. recently takon, the situation 
has slighily Improved. yot field’ observetions 
tovet! that tome deaths in remote and isolated 
‘ilages still go unrecorded with appropriate 
‘authorities. Requltanty, it le not possible to 
foim a precise assassment of the rote of natural 
growth, Nor is It possible to know the exact 
fea to area variations in this growth. On the 
‘other hand. direct dats on migration is sso 
‘not available. Nonetheless, unlike 9 demo- 
Crapher, & geographer in his study of population 
Is not limited. to the area or aspect for which 
‘series of reliable consuses have provided 
‘dood statistical data.* 


The Region 

‘The mountainous. extra ordinarily waged 
‘and. physically isolated distict of ‘Kinnaur is 
located In the eastern part of Himachal Pradesh. 
Lying. on both sides of the higher reaches of 
the Setlu) river, Kinnaur chores its astern 
Doundaty with Western Tibet. Mountsin locked 
‘and physically secluded as the region is it 
‘enjoys cool tomperata climate but ts winters 
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are severely cold and prolonged. Half of the 
Tegion fells beyond the reach of the Monsoons 
‘and thus forms 8 veritable cold desert 


‘This polyendrous region had age long socio 
‘economic Inter-sction with Tibet and thes had 
boon en “outweid looking area". However, 
‘after the Chinese invasion on India in October 
November 1982, consequent upon the sealing of 
‘the northern frontier of India, Kanouras, wore 
‘compelled to break thelr ego old tios with the 
‘Tibetans and to tely upon their mother country 
for all their socio-economic needs. Obviously 
Kinngurbeceme an “inward looking region”. 
So as to have economically satistiod people 
‘long the internationel borders, the stops initia 
‘ted. for the socio-economic development of 
KKinnaut alter Independence had to be sttengthe- 
ned, speeded end stepped up, For this purpose 
Tobourers, administrator, technootate end oth 

hhad to bo immipiated in lorge numbers besid 
‘miltsry and para-military foroés. Resultantly 
‘once "an slmgst “closed population region” 
Klnnaur became sn “open population area’ 

The fects of Kinnaur becoming on “inward 
looking” 28 well se “Open population a 
‘re by end lorge responsible for importing 
Unprecedented pepuletion growth of population 
jn Kinnaur end the consequent socio-economic 
changes. 


Population Growth 

‘The study of population change in the study 
region hes inescapably to be restricted to the 
years 190181 os the census deta djusted 
‘to the present boundssies of Kinneur is. available 
‘only for this psriod. However, with regard to 


tion of 1951. 


pattern, the relevant data st vllagelevel_i evaileble only with effect from the Census enumere- 
The following table shows the trend of population in Kinneur since 1901. 


TABLE 1 
Population Trend in Kinnaur since 1901 


Fomales 


Your 


16.854 
20,808 
28407 
s13i3 


961s 


27881 


Total Per cont 
Decadal 


voriation 
©) 


+ 465 
= 098 
+ 800 
4 997 
+372 
+1887 
+2161 
+1870 


59,156 


Pradesh : 1981 


Duting the eight decades under reference, i 0. 
1901-—1981 the populetion of the district 
Increased by 31,922, i.e, by about 117-22 per 
cent. All the ‘decades, excepting 1911—21, 
have shown Increese in population. During 
1911—21 the population decrecsed by 279 in 
‘the region. This decrease ie ascribed to the 
Influonza epidemic? of 1918 which had takon a 

= heavy toll of human fe particulely everywhere 
ln Indi. tia surprising but true thet wheress 
the Plague outbrecks of 1902. 1903 and 1807 

‘number cf humen deaths in many 

fof present Himachsl Pradesh, the 

|| region under study was beyond the reach of this 
|| only disease largely because of high attitude 
And salubrious climate, 


TI 1981_when this polyandrous region hed 
rot witnessed sny unprecedented immigration, 
region had been showing nomincl rate of 
Jncrecse for obvious reasons. This increste elso 
included the results of greduclty improving toole 
fend techniques of Census enumeration. 


‘Sources—Dietrict Cansus Handbooks, Kinnaur, 1961, 1971 and Populetion Totale of Himachal 


The growth of population hes been signi- 
ficently high during 1951—81. In other wards 
the most impressive incresée inthe ebtolute 
‘numbers hss been during 1951—81, when the 
region added far moro persons than what it did 
‘duting the preceding half century. 


During 2 period of 30 years (1951—81) the 
population in Kinnaur increased by 41°7 per cent. 
The first decade (1951—81) witnessed growth 
rate of 1887 per cont. The second (1961—71) 
and third (197181) decades. showed growth 
fates of 2161 por cont and 18:70 por cent 
respectively. Such growth rotes in an 
Inaccessible os well as polyandrous aren where 
becouse of polyandry in particular the naturel 
Growth rate hoe clways been low invite 

‘enquly. The unprecedented growth — hee, 
besides nsturel growth, largely been the result 
‘of immigration of a large lebour force engaged in 
the construction of roads, bridges, othor 
construction works and military at well 

ere-miltary forces to men the internation 


Doider, separating India ftom China. This 
period. has been marked with four significant 
‘events in Kinndur. The merger into the centrally 
‘Edministored torltory of Himachal Pradesh of the 
former Steta of Rampur-Bushahr, under which 
the region of Kinnsur fell was closely followed 
by. the. initistion of planned development in this 
Hitherto neglected, remote end backward 
region. A’ glance ver the various phos0s and 
pects of planned davelopment shows that a 
folly. large number of required personnel in 
igteted to this region, Consequent upon the 
Inability to wield from’ Simla and Rampur the 
‘davolopmental work In Kinnaur, « region with 
peculiarities of relief, climate, demography. and 
foclety was carved out ass separate district 
‘with headqueters ot Kelpe and. subdivided Into 
five tahsila on May st 1960. The Chinese 
‘egptcesion of Octobsr-November 1962, besid 

Importing @.lerge number of military and. p 
iniltary personnel also accelortaed the rate of 
economic devélopmont, directly. needed for the 
natives on account of sensitively stateglc reasons 

find this way augmented the population growth. 
‘Thus the increate in population has boon laigely 
Caused “by factors totally different from those 
thot operated duting tho earlier dacodos 


‘Tho dacede spanning 1981—71 showed the 
highost growth rate, Tt wos precisely during 
this decide thot consequent upon Chine 

‘eggrussion the rate of immigration stopped up. 
Eurlor thoto wos Immigration but thet we 
needed for eoslo-economic development alone 
Once Sino-Indicn relations started Improving 
some of the forces wore withdrawn and litte 
wonder the growth rate during 1971—B1 
talatively camedown, 


‘Spatial Pattern 

‘Tho spatial pattorns that omer 
population growth map cl 
fapart from tho impact of natural grow 
won the rato of immigation that. be 
crudially dominant rol, 
fation In Kinnaur, Since 
Gifforentiate betweon tho rate of natural increase 
Indifferent valleys of the region, the spatial 
vavitions in the growth of population are mainiy 
Tolated to the impact of net immigration. Never. 
theless, the zones of rapid population growth 
totm bolts clong the main roads, near the district 
headquartors and International border, 

‘The Central Satluj Valley andthe upper part 
‘of the Upper Satlu} Valley aswell as the Spit 
Yalley contains. large number of villages that 


played a 
the growth of poou- 
there is litle to 


es Sl IT a I I A 


corded considerably higher rates of population 
fgrowtn. Tho Kelpa constellation of villages 
fe. the. largest recipiont of the Government 
servents and labour force while the upper 
pelt of the Satl Valley and the Spiti Valley 
form the nesrest tract to the Indo-Tibet border 
‘and. thus continue to have, military, TB. Pe 
fand S.S, B. * posts to man the frontiers. 


Socio-Economic Implications 

Growth of population during the period under 
reference has had_many socio-economic impli 
tatfona in terms of land, other natural resources, 
job opportunities, physical environment, 60x ratioy 
matiimony, literacy, mobility, age structure ond 
toligious composition etc. 


Land and other Resources 
Inthe context of Kinnaur, where because 
fof physical constiaints only 216 per cont of 
the total area has been inhebited, the «verage 
arithmetic donsity of population (7°6 and 9 
persons per Kin? in 1971 and 1981 respectively) 
Toveals no significant trait, The vetted area 
ff Kinnaur comes to only 1408 Km? and 
this ron caries mooning 
for. forming on idoa of 
human pressure on land resources. Taking 
this land into consideration tho avorogo donsity 
‘of Kinnaut comes to 419 persone (363 In 1971) 
per km. #in 1981, Even this density falls to 
convey the exact ‘elation betwoon land ond 
‘man in an ares where much of the land is not 
Lndor eropped seteage which 18. predominantly 
‘agio-pastorel, It 1s only the nutitional density 
Which can lay bare the prossure of man on land. 
‘Tho net cown aroa clearly stands a8 a rolable 
Index of measuring tho ralative degree of crow. 
ding on tho farm acroage. Only $251 Km" of 
land of Kinnaur has been categorised os not 
19g gown. Thus tho avé 
ff tho region stands at 638. persons, (639 in 
971) por Km? of net sown area In 1981 
In tho ease of some consus villages the 
‘erosses one thousand, Small Wonder a major 
shore of the food requirements of Kinnout is 
‘being met on subsidised imports. 


‘Whereas the density figures re rising the 
usable area and net aroa sown stand static 
‘ince no eddtion can be made there in this 
lunigue region, Thus the human presture on 
land hes slroedy reached unbearable limits 
Besides land, the population pressure. hes also 
adversely effected othor resources ike fuel 
housing, energy and job epportunitis In 


fact the permanent population of the region 
has alrecdy grown so much that  Kinnaur, 
Which has the bulk of ite lend in tho shape of 
focks, hills end mountains end its elimste not 
congenial for agriculture for @ lige part of the 
Year, cannot afford to receive any. mote immi- 


‘rents without ceusing certain disturbs cos 
‘and dislocetion in tho local economy. end 
egenerstion to the physical environment 


{mn this extremely cold region duting prolonged 
Wintes, when rosds are blocked end. there le 
‘frequent power break down, the axe of the fuel 
sterved people is finding more and more trees 

Tergets. Consequently the process of soil 
‘erosion has assumed alarming proportions 
Unprecedented loads of sediments ute. reaching 
‘tho Gobind Siger with all their Implications for 
tho people of Punjab in patieular and the 
physical envionment of the region in_ gen 


Sex Rotlo—Till 1961 the distiet of Kinneut 
Always exhibited high sox ratio (969 In 1961) 
18 compared to India end Himechol Pred ah 
Ar this. petiod the sex retio fell: to. 887 in 
1971 und stood at 889 In 1981. It moans the 
80x 1atio has gone down appreciably. Apart 
‘fom influencing many sgciat and. economic 
Folationships, the sex composition of population 
hes « direct becring on rates. of deaths, bits 
and mariages, In thie polyandry dominated 
‘100, extra marital relations snd” particulaly 
with non-Kenaure people aro. highly. despiaad 
‘Tho frat murder in the known history of Kinnaut 
Which took plago in 1980 was the direct result of 
‘such @ lationship emanating from. changed 
Dttorn of tho ox ratio, “And veners! diset 
Wihich were unheard of in this region have 
‘stared raising thelr ugly heads because of this 
development. Trfficking In women ‘hes. leo 
‘stigmatized cortain pockets in the vicinity of 
‘some settloments,” 


Literoey—Ae a result of growing population 
the roto of ‘iterecy has been gradually going 
up since majority of the Immigrants happen to 
Do literate. Moreover, while coming: in contact 
With the fitereto immigrants. the Kanaura parents 
are gradually ond slowly picking up the habit of 
‘sending thet children to school. Howover, as 
hhappens everywhere, becsuse of peculiar sociel 
Cotder where women are source of unskilled 
labour, tho drop out rato among the femele 
students is higher. Resultantly wheroas in 1984 
‘the male iteracy was touching the figure of 
150 per cant tho. female. literacy was at 20 por 
ent only. Resultently the literate Kanauras 
lundor the Scheduled Tribe Bonefit Scheme obtain 
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White collar and other jobs outside Kinnaur 
Feoling shy of the polyandrous ayetem they have 
Started getting _martied to non-Kanaura women 
land setting down outside Kinnaur, Such ¢ 
ttond is causing more hetdships to the fsir sex 
Of Kinnaur where clready 9 lerce number of 
focal women are forced to lead the unmarted 
of fomos in monssterios with all the drudgery 
and ‘emptiness. Thus in tems of women 
‘emancipation the growth of _population in 
Kinnaur has started importing misery and. trust. 
fation for relatively moro. Kanaure - women, 
However, on the other hand, of lato, some 
‘awakened women have alroady raed the banner 
of revolt against the male dominated Kenaura 
Society. No wonder currently the Kenaura 
‘community is passing through a very tense and. 
entical phaso of its socel history. 


‘Religious and Coste Composition—In Kinnaur 
Hindulsm of local shado (Lower ‘Kinnaut) 
Tantrle Vojreyana Buddhism (Upper Kinnour) 
‘and mixture of tho two (Central Kinnout) are 
tho prevalont religious orders, Inspito. of 
religious dliferencos. tho people of Kinncur have 
|ived in porteet harmony. Ealior_ the Buddhists 
‘wore affald_ of disclosing tholr religious identity 
to consus enumerators. even, But growing 
Population and the resultant incroasing contact 
With non-Kanauras. brought about an awakening 
that Kanauras also livad in @ aoculer demon 
cratle republic whoro disclosure of ‘their tue 
feligious “identity would never place them at a 
disadvantage With ragard to job opportunitios 
‘and other facilites, “Happily tho growth rate of 
Buddhists (98-18 por cont in 1971) has started 
showing remarkable trends, 


As clroady 


of population 
1d BY tho immigration of 
‘of workers, the reeultant 
diretly and indiectly brought 

end 
partculerly the men. By vitue of Kinnaur 
boing 9 Scheduled Tribal District all its native 
Inhabitents should be tribal, But unfortunetely 
the Rajput Negis who have always been domi- 
nating the socio-economic sconsrla of this 
fegion menaged to get the Harjens of this 
district recorded e6 Scheduled Caste people 
in Gonsus enumerction. Such an arrengement 
ivos an upper hand to the Rajputs in grabbing 
the tribal benofits. Nonetheless, with growing 
literacy the relatively ewekened Hanon youth 
have started asserting thoie legitimate right. 
Thus the percentage of Scheduled Tribe popula: 
tion which stood at 62°60 percentin 1961 (88-41 


Interaction hat 
about awakening among the Kanauras 


percent in 1971) has rison to 8930 per cont 
in 1981. Although the self asserting Harjen 
Youth are an ee soro for the higher castes 
‘Yet with tha passage of time. the Harjans would 
get themselves corectly enumerated and also 
‘joy the constitutional benefits for their socio: 
fsconomic emancipation, notwithstanding the 
‘rosont tonso_ situation, 


Occupational structure 
With the growth of population the occu 
pitional stiucture of Kinnaur hes. undorgone @ 
femarkable change, Til 1961. cuhivation (66 
per cent of the work force) and Household 
industry (18 per cent) ware tho major economic 
‘eeupatians of the people. In 1971 those occu 
pations engaged only 6272 per cont and 410 
er cont of the workors, The ‘Other Setvices’ 
that occupled only 390 por cent workers in 1961 
‘epme to. omploy as many e8 1341 per cent of 
the workors, In 1981 tho cultivators formed 68 
per cent of the main. workers (nat total work®:a) 
tone, it has ine way been an_improvemont. 
Most of tho cutivatore oat 
feivon in fevning to do some Job and wr 
prays to disguised unomployment, Now othor 
‘avonies have. been oponod and many people trom 
tultivation havo boon withdrawn and engaged In 
‘thor vovetians. Tho occupations! divasitication 
which eymboliags the omeigonce of socio- 
‘economic uplit hae eurly started. reveaing ite 
Imprint on tho overall personality of ho ragion, 


Mobility 
‘With growing population, genoral awakening, 
contact with other people and consciousness 
people who one restricted their mobility. to 
Lavi Fair have started. moving 
‘hols intra regional as well 
nal mobility have increased. For 
Instance in 1971 whereas the rate of immigration 
to Kinnaur was 14 per cont that of outmigrants 
‘was 8'9 per cent and It reveal that Kanauras. no 
longer stick to thoir ancestral moorings! It 
is a very happy development since migration 
‘apart from being a fundamontal detorminant of 
‘ever changing space-contant and space-rlations? 
|. also @ very potent instrument of cultural 
diffusion and socal intagretian.® Somes of tho 
Kenauras who hava been moving out, year after 
Year, have started adopting better ways of ite 
‘Obtaining In places of their migration. 


CConclusivaly it may be said that the growth 
fof population in Kinnour has ted to mony fay 
‘oaching socio-economic impliestions, Nonatho 
Joss, it hes its good as well as bad consoquences. 
In ¢a80 stops aro taken to contain and chock 
tho attompts at. disrupting the ecological balance, 
‘diootly ond imalcitly, the popultion growth 
In Kinnnur is not ikely 9. prove. detrimental in 
forsosabla futute. excepting the plight of women 
which warants early and urgent ettention of the 
social workers, government and the Kanoura malo 
society ito 
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ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF 
A CASE STUDY 


‘Area of Study 


‘This study is based on nine month's field 
‘work (during 1984 and 1985) at Suks Viner 
located by the side of N.H.5 opposite Van! 
Var, the Utkal University Campus in 
Bhubsneswar Municipal ares. The population 
‘of the slum is haterogeneous in ethnicity 
‘comprising 59 weavers (Tanti, 48 potters 
(Kumbher), 28 Khondaysts, 17 Oil man (Tel), 
17 farming caste (Chassa), 18 carpenters 
(Borbai), 9 washermen (Dhobs), 9 Blacksmiths 
(Kamar), 8 Barbers (Bhanda), 5 Brahmins 
(Brahmana), 5 Panas (S.C.), 5 Kondne (ST.), 
1 Muslim ‘and 1. Chistian’ households. The 
weavers (Rangani or Tonk) boing the dominant 
‘group, control the power structure of the slum 
‘community. From among the 224 households 
‘of the slum, 79-01 por cont have lft their native 
places to earn better Income, O81 per cert 
havo migrated to thi plece to provide better 
education to their children, 0-44 per cent have 
migrated to enjoy the benafts ot city lite ond 
1B per cest of the residents have shifted to 
this place due to family discomentment. 


This alum is known 


‘Suko Vihot. Sukadev 
Ona, @ Blacksmith (Kamar) is the first man to 
bulld hie hut twenty-five years buck st thie 
lonely place. All othor inhabitants came to 
‘thie slum later and thus the settelement. in 
‘course of time, has boon named after the fitet 
abitont. 


Methodology 

‘The methodology adopted by the researcher 
to obtain the dats on the above-mentioned 
topic consists of collecting materials in schedules 
‘containing questions on demography, ineome 
‘expenditure, occupation, education, land-holding, 
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‘migration history, housing, etc. the data 
‘incorporated in this poper have boon checked 


‘and “rechecked through dlrect and indict 
The researcher would first of all tke t0 
highlight the definition of the word ‘slum’ 


before going into the details about the economic 
‘problems of the slum-dweller Erle Patridge 
notes that the origin of the word ‘slum’, 
‘although obscure, probably comes fiom tho 
‘word ‘slumber’ since slums were originally the 
majorty-unknown back streets or alleys wrongly 
10 be loopy oF quiet (1958:32). In other words, 
this sleepy locality ie a highly congested 
‘area of social disorganiestion. The Chamber's 
Dictionary defines ‘slum’ as a thickly populated 
‘area, inhabited by the poorest people and ie 
‘ontidered to be low in status. This, more 
F leet, conforms to the datinition given by 
Eric Patridge 


ent eties in India by vatlou 

Gedgil (1858), Trivedi (1961), Madan 
(1988), Dessi and Pillai (1970), Weibe (1976), 
Dandekar snd Rath (1961) and eo on. These 
studies have subetamtisily contributed through 
the valuable discussions therein, to tho undor- 
standing of the problems of poverty of ‘the 
Indian slums. From emong sll these. scholere, 
Madan (1968), in his study of indian slums, 
emphasizes on the probleme of poverty of the 
slum people which leeds 0 the disorganization 
of their social life, But Weibe, (1975) on the 
‘other hand, analyses his slum-ctudies besing 
fon the eociel life of the elum-dwellere. The 
‘studies made by Sen (1870) snd Gedgil (1989) 
in Calcutta and Poons respectively are title 


mote comprehensive. These studies tell much 
bout the physical, demogrephic, heelth end 
ttowding conditions end distibutions, But the 
present paper is somewhat unique, in the sense 
that, while the above authorities have attempted 
{to study the econcmic problers of © slum ir 
‘macrolevel, relying on the census dato and 
‘ther relevent. information, the researcher hos 
Sttempted to make 2 micro-study by going into 
the details of the economic problems effecting 
the various eapects of the - socie-cultur 
Iie of the stumdwollers. By this interiaciptinary 
‘and. integrated approach, it hes been possible 


tho slum 
fond 612 a16 females. It ie further 
fm the table that the population of male 
children, Inthe gu group 9-14 fe more then 
that of femgle children In the same age group, 
‘The age-at mariage for girs is 16-+yoars 
Types of unemployment and Under 
employment 
"The problem ot unemployment and under 
employment. is common to all countries and 
communities whether Indust 
feckword. The cevees and magnitude ct such 
Linomployment of underemployment may vary 
from place 10 place. Their definitions 
practical implications In the slum in. question 
fre expleined in the succeeding poregrephs. 
‘Though the term 
ind a5 Such not 


‘unemployment Is = complex 
‘easily explzinable, in simple 


Gnwilingness 
{dle by choice) 


Distribution of population on the basis of age. sex and marital statu 


to understand the slum problems in 9 tuler 
mesure, 


Toe slum area Suka Viher consists of 69 
weeves, 48 pottes, 28 Khandsyets, 17_ollmon, 17 
forming cestes, 16 carpenters, 9 washermen, 6 
Blacksmiths, 5 Grehmins. & Barbers, § Panas, 5 
Kondhs, one Muslim end one Christian house 
holds. its 224 nouseholds are thus, of multi- 
‘ethnic character. The figures tabuleted below 
‘will give an idee cbout the copulation disti- 
bution of the slum on the basis of age, Sox 
find mais! status. 


Mote unmeried Female married unmeried 
os. 280 & 286 27 = 217 
18-34 162 133 23 132 107 28 
35-89 183 17 6 133 122 " 
60 and above 37 % Zz 30 a 03 
Toul 608 318 293 s12 256 256 


twims wo may sey that unemployment ie said to 
fexiat when the ablebodied persons of working 
‘pe of # given locality willing to work ate not 
ible to find work at the current wage levols. 
Under thls Cefn people whe a6 unflt for 
‘work due to physical or mental disability ot 
ot willing. 10. Work, ate excluded ftom tho 
tategory of the unemployed. According to 
Professor Pigon, “wnemslayment means unem= 
foymant arsang the wege-eamning classes. ond In 
reapect of wege work only (1919—17)". Aga, 
[eccording to H. A Phelps, “unemployment it 
involuntary ilenees on the part of the workman 
who is able to work (1949—87)", There ie 
therefore. excluded the idleness of those who ore 
Gefinitely incapacitated from wage-arning work 
bby extreme ld-ege, infirmity. or tempot="y 
Sickness. Thove is also excluded the Idleness of 
those who are idle, not from necessity but from 
choice. 


Underemployment 

Lord Keynes hes given the concest of involu- 
‘tary employment for underemployment. 
‘According to him, a person is sid to be under 
Invaluntery employment when he is willing to 
‘work et lower resl wage than the cunent rest 
wage, whether of not he is willing to zccept 8 
Tower money wage. The majority of Suks Vi 
slum-dwellers who ete employed come under 
this estegory, Out Of 90 masons, 8 work on 
daily payment besle But whitever they 
dally, ie lower thon tho current roal wage, 
Drc.use of the surplus of labour force in the 
about matkat inthe city of Bhubencewor 
103 dally wage labourers gut partial employment 
‘or interior jobs while they could do beteer jobs 
‘and earn higher wagus. In case of femsle wage 
labourers, thoy work fo. the samo hous as their 
‘male counterparts, while receiving lesser 
‘wage than the latte, though the Minimum 
Wages Act hes never meds any discrimination on 
woos on tho besie of sox Similar is the 
plight of the labourers under the age group of 
(0-15. They ate made to accept lower wage in~ 
stead of tho real wage because of their 292. 
‘This shows that the provisions of the Minimum 
Woges Act are fct being rigorously implemented 
‘This calls for sherpening the edge of the 
methine of the law-enforcing authorities to. the 
Ox.9; dstable, 


(crsee of underemployment are apparent due 
fo éuiplus of iebour and limitations in the scope 
fof employment. When mast of the cccupstions 
become overstated, the per capita wage, conse 
quently, gets lowored down. Therefore. mere 
engagement in some productive ozrupetion oF 
‘the abher does not meen the absence of un- 

The ease of slum-dwellers in 
isnot different. Although we have 
shown In the table a number of 300 persons 


saQinemployed Distribution of 


population of Suks Vihi 
___. ___ 


‘Types of Unemployment 


‘working or employed, in fact, @ large section of 
‘them ate not really employed, they are, rahe 
underemployed, beceuse very few of them sre 
foqngedpeanemty having « sendy and cond 

GR Madan describes various types of n> 
employment as distinguisted according to 
iflerent causes thoy are: (2) Cagusl and sectonal 
unemployment, (8) Frictionel and Technological 
‘unemployment, (c) Temporary unemployment, 
(2) Voluntary ‘unemployment, (@) Cyclic unem- 
ployment. (f) Unemployment arising trom 
‘shortage of capital, equipment or other complo- 
mentary reequrces end (9) tnvolutary unemoye 
‘ant aad underemployment. 

Distribution of employed workers of Suts 
Vihar according to the nature of employ: 
mont. 


Nature of employmant No. of persons 
Permacentiy employed 38 
Temporarily emloyed 231 
‘Salt Employed 20 


‘The above table shows that out of # total 
300 persons who have got employment, only 69 
pateons Have continuity of thelr jobs. Our of 
these 69 persons, 30 persons are. self-employed 
cither in their tredtions! oceus 
business, except caly yuo persons, who have 
thelr own rickshews to pull, The other 39 
persons are either working 2s se viceholéers in 
‘Government of private concerns ot employed 2s 
masons under some contractors. The rest 231 
persons include skllisd, semi-skiled, unskllea 
labourere including mesons. carpenters, menial 
vwege labourers and rickshaw pullers. Their 
‘employment lc rother unsteedy and depends on 
the necessity and merey of their employers. Ther 
ote. the nature of thelr employment may be 
‘termed 98 temporary employment. 


sccording to their types of 


No. 

1 Gatuil and Seasoat unemployment 

2 Frictional and Technological unemoloyment 

2 Temporary unamptoyment 

4 Voluntery unamployment 7 

5 Unemployment arising from stértage of copitel, equipments 0 other 6 
‘complementary resources 

6 Involuntary unemployment o: underemployment a 


coy 


‘The above analysis shows that out of @ total 
280. persone of Suks Vihar who are unemployed 
oF ‘underemployed, 169 persons are casushy and 
‘seasonally unemployed and 26 pertons are 
tunvmployed due to frictions! disqrbance and 
technological advancoment, 31 pursone ate 
temporarily unemployed. 7 persone ere unemp= 
loyed voluntarily who are not tking up any job 
‘duo to unacceptabilty of cutent wage system, 
16 pereons are unemployed even though, they 
the nosessary Skil becausa they are 
running without aapital, 
complomentary re 
tomanship. 31 


eteons ae 
involuntary unemployment or underemployment, 
These people ate partially employad or ate doing 
inferior jobs, «though they could do barter jobs. 


forced imo 


This situation hes arised because mot 
ccupations are over-statfed and the wager 
consequently paid are extremely low, Those 
types of unemployment are elaboreted in the 
following paragraphs. 

‘The construction labourers of Suka Vihar Who 
218 engaged et different constuction sites find 
themaelves out of job during the rainy sesson, 
They romain out of employment at lever for two 
to three manths ina. year. This eoasonal or 
cesual unemployment is the most common. type 
‘of unomployment found among the slum-dwallors 
‘of Suka Vihar, Thore ia thus floating surplus 
‘of the unemployed, tochnicaly called the 
‘Reserve of labour”, 

Frictional and. Technological unemployment 
‘in olso marked to a considerable extent among 
‘tho poople of Suka Vihar. This type of unemp= 
loymont i causod by the Introduction of modern 
twchnology and change in the redtional induetril 
stiuctur. “Most of tho traditional artisans 
‘and craftsmen who used to be substantially 
fengoged in thotraditions! arts ond etatts now 
find themselves out of job due to advent. of 
‘modern technalogy and mechsnization of industry 
‘Tho case of Ronganis (woavars) of Suke Vihar 
‘isan oxamplery case. This traditional weaving 
‘ommunity ofthis slum are either doing the jobs 
‘of menial lsbourors ot ating without jobs 
because of thor lacking the ek to fit Into the 
‘modern toxtile technology, 

'n Suks Vier, it Is found that some persone 
hhave registred their nomes.in the Employment 
Exchange of Bhubaneswar for some employment. 
Their educational quelifications ere not high, 
After ragistration of thelr names at tho 
focal Employment Exchange, they eppest to be 
‘waiting some salaried Government jobs, however 
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low those may be. Besides, thete are also 
‘ow skiled or trained creftsmon who are still 
looking for suitable jobs. Thieeort of unemplo- 
‘ment comes undar the category of Temporary 
GramriplayTnie, 


Seven unemployed poisons of Suka Vihar 
explained that the nature of thelr unemploy- 
ent was voluntary. They had refused employ. 
mont es thsy considered the wages they wore 
sked to accept too low, a8 compared to thelt 
‘kill, They. always seem to bo looking for 
batter employment avenue with higher wage. 


This type of unemployment is, of course, 
shortved in nature, 

‘Among the slum-dwellrs of this locality, 
it is also found that 9 lot of traditionally 
skilled. crattemen ond workors are still sitting 
without any job oF ingomo. All thelr kil, 
knowledge and craftsmanship have remained 


Uuseloes without capital, equlpmente and other 
complomentaty resources, Further being skiled 
‘in @ particular type of occupation, they ato 
‘ot inclined to switch over to some other 
‘non-taditionsl occupations, which they conel= 
dor as inferior. 


‘Ae regards the economic condition of the 
Fickshaw-puliore, It may be said that they havo 
4 very modest income, This is because of 
‘tho fact thot all of them bring rickshaws, 
‘from others on hite. They pay Re. 4 por dey 

hhire-charge and moet tho repoiting chargos 
from their dally income, The average dally 
income of 9 tickshaw-pullor_of “thie slum je 
fstimated tobe Rs. 15 per day. Bosldee the 
hiro-cherge of Re. 4, he pave Re, 2 towards 
pairing charges, tea, ifn, ete, Thus, ho 
‘Gets 0 net income of Rs. 9 por day which 
is meagre to rum an average family ‘of four 
mombers. A riekshow-puller_ ie no. doubt 
‘conscious of the low income, and etl he 
continues 10 be a rickshaw-pulle, es thi is 
‘mote ot less a regular source. of income 10 
him. Further, he thinks himself to be St 
for any other type of labour end thus cont 
‘hues to be in an oconomic status which 
slightly better than the dolly wege labourers. 
But the economy of both the groupe 
miserable, uncertain and utterly ineuficient to 
‘meet the minimum basic needs of « femily 


Now we como to the betel shop-koepers 
They sell prepared betols, bidi, chocolates, 
cheap cigats, cheep tea peckets ote. with a 
small investment of copital they try to make 
the maximum profit by rolling the capital 
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‘oftner. They purchase the commodiiss from 
‘the local shops in small quantities AS 2 
result they neither get a good bargain in cost 

ice not good margin of praft on sale. 
‘According to the betel shop-keepore. themaelves, 
they eam only 5 per cent profit. in average, 
Further, they ae compellad to soll thel 
commodities on credit and es o ragult. a big 
slice of their small capital gets blocked and 
thelr profit is considerably reduced. They 
‘allege that sometimes even the cost price is 
‘not ‘realised. Therefore, this particular group 
‘not only suffers economically but also incu 
‘displeasure of tho customers by repsctedly 
porauing them for realisation of thelr dues. 
‘The condition of the betel shop owner amongst 
tho slum-dwelles fs slso equally unanviable, 


‘The economic problem of tho slum- dwellers 
tegorised under H. 1. @. |. @. Maton Grocery- 
iop-koepars and service holders his to be 
delineated, 


‘The masons elther working under contrect- 
118 oF boing independent workers, do. not 
‘Get employment throughout the Yoac. The 
economy of thls catagory, egein tests on un- 
certainty and depends on the svailabiity of 
building mareriols In the local miskat and 
‘availablity of construction work to the local 
contrectors. A mason, howaver, gets employ. 
mont for sbout @ months = year snd hie 
‘averege Income per day Is Ra. 16. He finde 
dlifticuty in the off-se9son when ho le thrown 
‘out of employment 


‘The grocery shop-keepers who run thelr 
shops with smolt copltal, and puichass’ the 
‘commodities from the locst matkat, are cons- 
trained to soll the some with a marginal orf 
‘of at loest 5 percent to 7 oot cent on the 
cost prleos. They cam not atford to sell thoie 
‘commodities at higher rates to customers oven 
‘on credit basis: and a6 2 result thelr expected 
Profit. margin Is never attained eo a6 to make 
this tede economicslly visble. Thus, they 
‘cannot eccumulete money to the extent dese 
‘ble for making the trede prosper gradually. The 
fat result of all this ls that thelr economic 
‘condition and seus in society continue. to 

~aabe as low ce before, 

‘The service holders who hed some assured 
source of monthly incame comolained that the 
setvice-income enabled them just to keep the 
body end the soul together ond wee of no 
hhelp beyond thet. With petty jobs be taking 
mengre income ‘they never expected thelr 
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Poverty hes shways been 3 menace to humen 
locality, Unemployment by contrast is relatively 
2 new cause of distress. Formerly, eve 


of his deily 
consumption. Then work wes plontifully 
‘But with the incrosse of population 
‘and with no corresponding increage in. th por 
capita avalebilty of land, "the 


‘hore ie heavy exodus 
cf the lbour ,population from the vlloges. to 
the towoe in seorch of jobs. Most of those 
Job sockem take to manual and menial jobs. In 
‘the towns. The congregation of these people 
st one place give rise to slums In the towns 
‘Tho shum Suka Vihar hes come into being. In 
this very process, 


On interviow with the. slum-dwellers of 
Suko Viher itis lournt that thok genoral  attituda 
's to serve elther the Government or private 
Grganisstions. But despite reposted attempts 
they foil to get any auch jobs for thelt_satlafoce 
tion. This grave problem of unemployment and 
thet inability to got jobs oven when they epply 


through Emsloyment Exchanges, have fustted 
thom. The Government hes ennouned fob 
Yeeorvation for tho down tedden and 


‘sconomicclly backward classes, But the. imple- 
‘mentation of this polly in the field, porticutarly 
by the Emaloyment Exchange suthortios does 
not eppear 10 89 hoartening. A service holder 
cof the slum who wes ebout to retire from his 
service, sald, “My son hos got hie name 
registeted in ‘the Employment Exchange since 
1878 and he hes been regularly renewing hie 
"eojsttation. Only once he got en. interview 
card, thet_ too after the dete of 
‘atewiew. So he could not sttond the intorview. 
Ho wont to the Employment’ Exchange. to 
represent his grievances belors the Employment 
Exchange Officer but wee denied emission. 
Ho has not yet been selected for any Job In 
‘spite of regulcr renewals. | know people who 
bribe the authorities concemed there and ‘got 
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Jobs; but | cznnot afford to do so and | do not should take adequate coriective measures for 


‘want to do it elther". This late is quite poignant 
and pathetic, This should be en eye-opener 
to all concerned Including Government who 


‘Age-group Workers 

MF Tol 

Oro 14 10 10 

1810 94 1200-49169 

35 to 89 a 

. 80 Gcbove =. 2 2 
Total 2 78 300 


| ‘The above table shows that among the slum-dwclle 
ratio. is 2:5. The maximum number of working population is found in the <ge-group of 


proper implementstion 
policy so that the real 
‘oor and the needy. 


Distribution of workers and non-workers on the basis of age and sex 


‘of the employment. 
benefit 906s to the 


Non-workers Grand Total 
MF Total 
me 217463, 473 
a2 83125 294 
64 103 286 
6 3 7 
387433820 4,120 


of Suks Vihar workers and_non-workere 


18 10 


34 and the maximum number of non-workers are matked in the aqo-group of O 40 14 and also 
Inthe age-group of 60 yeas nd above. 
old and disabled persons. 


Nature of activity 


In this group include the young dependents, 


41, Dependent A 
4 (0) tofants a6 129 { ek 
4 (b) Sick and Invatis " ay 0 
J (6) Enquged in wets 3 2 ae ed 
tes tke gambling etc 
\ (Wo atinde for 1 1 4 5 8 
| ‘manual wor 
) Unomploed 2 Awe Bho te Eps 
| 2 Howwshold ectivities .. 1860 a Soe R Sie os 
8. School going Bin = 
/ ~~ 
Total 2s 217 423 wk 10385 BOBO 
Ey 
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‘This table explains the non-working popula- 
tion on the bosis of dependents, household 
‘workers and schoo! going children according 
to their age-groupe Out of a total of 820 
rnon-workers, there sre 174 and 123 male and 
female infants reapectivaly balow the age of 14 
years who ate not fit enough to take up any Job. 
‘There are 11 youngmen, 4 males and 2 females 
within the age-group of 15 to 34 years, 17 males 
‘and 23 fomsles within the age-group of 36 to 59 
‘and 30 males and 25 females above 60 
‘years of age who are sick and invalid. Besides 
this there ara another two categories of 
dependents. They are the pertons who ste 
‘engaged in unsociel and unlawful activities ike 
‘gambling, otc,. and persons having negstive 
fttitude towerds taking up any sort of work. 
Gambling, as it has been found out in Suka 
Vihar, Ian exclusive pastime of men only 
‘Three young boys below th age of 14, 5 mon 
Inthe age-group 15 to 34, 12 men in the oge- 
‘group of 36 to 59, 2 oldmen above 60 years of 
10 are found 10 be indulging in gambling, 
which le not at ali an economic activity and as 
‘such, they cannot be taken under the category 
‘of Working population. Eight males in the ago 
{9roup of O to 14 years, 32 males and 14 females 
Inthe nge-group of 18 to 34 years, 32 males 
fand 20 females In the age-group of 35 to 69 
youre and 3 males above 60 years of age have 
‘xptossod tholt negative attitude towards work 
during the Interview. 


‘A go0d number of persons, mostly the female 
folk of tho slum, ate engaged In household 
‘activities like cooking the food, looking after 
the houte and infans or attending to other 
domestic chotes t., 18 males and 60 females 
Jn the age-group of 0 to 14, 67 females in the 
‘age-group 15 10 34, 3 males end 60 femsies in 
the age-group of 35 059 and 5 females above 
£00 veers of age are engaged in thair own hou 
hold sctivties. This shows thet 2. major section 
‘of women population looks after the household 
activities, 


‘The number of school going children presents 
‘2 vary low profile. Out of a total population of 

120, the number of children below 14 years of 
eg2 Is 573, But only a small proportion (say 
‘around 4 per eent) are going te school. Mostly 
‘thoy ate getting the primary education, i. 6, 
‘eduestion up to class V. Only one boy was 
‘continuing his education in the nearby High 
School. 


‘Source and nature of employment 

‘The source and neture of employment of Suka 
Vihar slum-éwelles are of a peculiar type 
because of their diversified composition. Before 
‘the immigration, most of them wore occupied by 
the “Client end Patron” type of jobs which are 
‘otherwise Known as the “Jajmeni system, 
withia. the teditional Indian agrarian set up. 
‘Being deprived of ‘that now in the urben set up 
‘they have adhered to non-traditional jobs, both 
skilled and unsklled. The kil for non-tredi- 
tonal jobs have been acquired by some of them 
‘gradually. So the number of sklled workers. Is 
‘very less in comoarison to unskilled workers who 
hhave come very recently. In spite of the above 
change in nature and source of employment, 
some of thom stil adhore to their veditional 
‘occupation. Out of 224 households, 21. house 
hold still stick of their traditione! eceupstion, 


Conclusion 


On the basis of the above study the following 
conclusions emerged: 


(1) Slums are created in the towns due to 
heavy and continuing exodus of the rutal 
unemployed labourers to the towns seeking 
employment on account of dwindling of 
‘employment opportunities in the villegos. In 
the slum in question 79°01 per cent of the slum= 
<wollers are of this category. 


to them. Their poverty continues to be solf- 
perpetrating generation after generation. 


(3) Due to want of edequate finance, they 
cannot prosper In small trading activities 


(4) They are educationally very backward and. 
their children are generally educated up to the 
lass V stendard. 


(8) They fll to get menial jobs in Government 
offices. and the local Employment Exchange 
‘uthorities do not apper tobe sympathetic and 
responsive, Adequate corrective measures 
should be taken by the Governmentin this regard. 


(6) For allsround development of the urban. 
poor in general and the slum-dwellors in 
panicular a specific programme of the type 
LR. D-P. (Integrated Rural Development 
Programme) and E. R. A. P. (Economic Rehabili- 
tation of the Rural Poor) should be launched by 
the Government. So that the urben poor with 
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the help of Governmental subsidy and institu. done on an uigent bssis if Government realy 
Clonal finance could improve their lot by indents not to allow the situation to deteriorate 
‘bdopting viable economic activities suitable to further beyond redemption. 

their requirement and ski. This ought to be 
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« THE STATUS OF WOMEN AMONG 


THE DONGRIA KONDH 


‘The Christian ora of 1975 was colebratod 28 
the International Women’s Year all over the 
World, ‘The Internstional conference which 
‘was held in Mexico in June—July of 1978 
(Was a unique event. The convention highlights 
Various handicaps and disabilities from which 
the women folk suffer. It stsses the impor- 
tance of ameliorating the condition of women 
tnd providing them with better facilities to play 
fan equal and effective role in contibuting 10 
memational peace. The popular UNESCO 
‘logan vias “Educete a man and you educate 
individual, edueste 8 woman nd you educate 
a family” 

1e Central Goverment of = India has 
adbpted various measures of welfsre for women, 
‘among which the revised 20 Point Pregremme 
js one, The 12th point “Equality forwomen" is 
fexclusvely meant’ for the women. Which 
comprises sis ub-points such os: 

* To raise the status of women. 


To implement a nations! programms of 
training end development 

+ To enable women to panicipato with 
‘equality on in socio-economic dovelop- 
tment and nation building. 

To rouse public opinion against dowry 
‘and ensure affective implementation ot 


‘anti-dower I 
Besides, tho Article No. 14 of Indian Const- 
tution hes provided for women's equality in the 
eyes of law. Article No. 18 also says that 
“nothing in this Articlo shall. prevent the State 
‘rom making any special provision for women”. 


jslation. 
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S. Routray 


In view of thie an ettempt hes made to study 
the probleme aogtatatus of women in the tribal 
‘reas of Orissa.),As a first stop a study wa 
Undertaken in the Dongria Kondh erea of Koraput 
iatrict. Tho contre of the study is tho villoge 
"Khambes?’ of Bisems Cuttack block of Koran 

iavict. The village in which thoy tive 
Situated et about 3,000 ft. sttitude, from the 
level and is located inthe -Niyomagin’ hill 
ranges, which Tics in 1833°N Letitude end 
8325°E Longitude. This village is located in 
2 relatively isolated and inaccessively area 
Because of the naturel bariers through which 
no road communicetion has developed and 
such situations have enabled the Dongtia Kondh 
{to retain their traditional form of economy, 
‘social organisation, ritual and belief to = grest 
fexient. The Kondh society is_ generally homo~ 
‘geneous but the scheduled ctste ‘Domb’ ive 
{with thom e8 neighboure, From the field investi~ 
‘gation it's recorded thet st present the Kondh 
Poouleton of thet village is 289 out of which 


fomele populetion is 161. comprising 87 
percentage of the totel population 
‘This report combines empiric! _ materials 


with theoretiee! concepts relating to various 
‘aspects of women in the Dongria Kondh society. 
‘An ettempt hes been made to escertain tho 
present status of Dongria Kondh woman in the 
following peges. 


Generally, the Dongria Kondh women wout 
simple dress with graceful gait and aro frank 
fend gentle in. manners. They havo short to 
medium stetyre with brood fece, flat not 
Cepareted eye brows with thick lips. Their body 
‘colour varies from dark to light brown with 
‘svsight hairs on heed. 


‘they dress themselves. with two pieces of 
Jothes (Kapds-Gends). One piece is wrapped 
round the weist with « knot in the front. The 
Second pieco hangs efound the waist, one end 
‘Of which passes through the armpits and tied 
fat the back to cover the upper psft of the body. 
‘Tho adult women use a aml! piece of cloth 
(Vangote) a8 an under wen. Several holes ere 
blereed oll glong the eat-lobe through which 
Fings ate inserted tn the nose they weer three 
brass tings (Murma) one on ezch alare cnd one 
peeaing through the saptum. They neetly com 
(okays), ond use many hair clipe which keep 
the hele tight. A tiny kaife (Pipl) Is used by the 
Tedies which serves. the purpcee of cutting of 
‘ony thing thay requieed. The females put on 
beed ond coin necklaces (Kekodika) in bunches. 
Some females of wollsto-do familes put on 
‘golden neckleces. Aluminium rings ere put on 
by the young gils which they rucelva from the 
young. unmeisied boys (Ohengdes) 26 presents 
on. Besides this on ceremonial occasions the 
ios put on cleen saris end desses. with brese- 
‘wristlots (Paje) and silvr anklots (Pohari~Ands) 
te. All the ornaments cited cbove sre Kept in 
fa bamboo mede basket (Hakusa) by the women. 
‘The dress they put on and ornsments they use 
thovgh poor in quality give us an idee ebout the 
attstic out look, of these Dongris women. 


‘Tha status of women in Dongria society con 
bbe cscerisined in texms of their opportunities 
in participating tho social institutions, eheviour 
‘of the men towards thom and the ideology of 
feligious beliefs prevaling in theie society of 
Which thoy are a port. Their status is lso 
‘itectly related to their role as 2 mother end wife 
in far as child becring snd sexual if is con- 
ceed. 


The data has been collseted from the wilege 
‘Rhambesi” of Koraput district with population 
of 161 female and 128 mele, Betore studying 
‘the women, a census Teport hes been mede in 
‘order to. find out the concentration of women 
in. various. age groups. The ago renge covers 
{rom 0 %0 60 years having Intervel of 18 yoors. 


Inthe social life these women enjoy # high 
status. They heve freedom in selecting their 
‘matte. The institution like maniege and femily 
bestow a significant stctus to them. The marriege 
Fs generally monogamous in natu'e. Polyayny is 
‘also prectiaed by Dongria Kondh. A men may 
marry for @ second time if hie ist_wite is found 


to be benen oF if he requires séditional man 
‘power for eifting cultivetion. A person having 
thee to four wives ie considered rich in the 
society because his yield becomes more with 
the help of additional man power. Therefor 
‘women help in the enhancement of the soci 
fend economic prestigo of men. In the study 


“The Dong!is Kondh usually marry sta tate 

the boys epproximctely at the ege of 
tho gis afte: 20 years. Widow 
‘meoriage i allowed by the society and Is not 
consiceed as soclel offence, In cage of 
Femarricge no marriege ceremony is performed, 
Only formal recognitions of villagers ere required, 


The provess of marrige which they clled 
“Heidi” convinte of a number of ritusle, Tho 
vil priest (Jeni), assistant pviost 
{Pusen) end the sherman (Boju) officiate in the 
tal, which is supposed to bestow for @ hoppy 
‘conjugal lie of the maried couple. A boy of a 
Gil is considered to be © full lodged edule 
member of the society only after thoy got 
frertied. In ecse of 2 women she becomes 
housowife by shouldering the responsibilty of 
meneging her family and looking after the 
members of her family. The institution of 
Imavige binds the boy and the gil with each 
‘other to leed'a conjugal life which is mutual. 
‘ADongria Kondh girl enjoys the liberty 0 
‘elect her own mate. Cases of love marricge 
{re found among them. The unmarried boys 
{nd gile ty to find opportunities to meet with 
teach other at various sites such 8 dormitory 
hhouse (Adesbestta) the dongerficld, the weekly 
‘mere, in the forest, on the benk of a stream of 
the foot of the hill, They develop familiarity 
‘by studying each others attitude, Thon they 
imcke up their mind and finalise thelr choice 
‘Alter that they fst, chet ond lough togeth 
‘When they feel to marry each other they Inform 
their parents through some of thelr Kinsman, 
who take initiative to perform the maria 
ceremony. Sometime due to the une 
‘witingness of the porents a boy lopes with 
hie mste to « distent plice and stay there in a 
rolative's house. On thelr 
socially approved. ‘ 
Sororate is ocecsicnally found but no enses, 
cof levieste is found in the study villea 
The following 
Wiske, Wedske, Kedreke, 
Peeks, Pusika regulate 


Esch clan ie exogemous unit within which 
‘mariage is prohibited. The ‘Niske’ clan membews 
‘claim to be the superior most in the hierarchy 
‘2 it is taboced for them to eat best and flesh 
of buffalo, 


‘The Jani (priest) belongs to this clan. He is 
‘only entitled to worship Earth Goddess dutiog 
‘Moriah Festvel. They cen establish marriage 
felationship with ‘Sikoks’, ‘Wedeka’ and 
“Kadicka and ‘Bengesks' as thoy eat snekes and 
Insects 


‘The Dongries always prefer hard. working end 
blebodiod gts for mariaga. Semetimes 2 gil 
Is bergained for « higher emount of bride priee 
‘and poor people eannct keep pace with the high 
fete of bride price demanded by the gis 
vents which sometimes leeds to lot of fisgions 
©relen feuds in the society. In the study 
village there wes 2 cate of this type. The 
KKalange Wadreka hed to give 9 high rato of 
bride price in his mariage, The vilegors hed 10 
fight against the brides party anda feud took 
ploce, But lesily the stustion wes controlled 
‘nd a compromise wies reached. 


Divoreee in # Dongle Kundh society is eo 
‘permitted to remerry. A Dongria Kendh woman 
hes alto privileges to divorce het husbend if she 
fa illtrosted by her husbend ropectedly as o result 
Cf the hobit of Indulgence In liquor. Cereleesnces 
‘and irresponsibility in taking cae of the femily 
members, lick of mutcularity ere elso reasons 
Which mey ccmpel her to eget her husbend. 
{In that cage her femily hes to retum the bride 
price which they receive at the timo of manlege. 
But Incidence of divoteo is. rere in Khembes. 
‘The number of male divorce le more in cor 
Datision to the fomale divorce, Because in most 
of the ccecs It is sean thet the divorce le 
frigineted from the mele Women in 
Dongrie Kondh scclety se considered cs 
‘economic eeact of tho family. They rise very 
erly in the morning. First of ell thoy grind. the 
nillet (Regi or Sucn) ard. then start cocking. 
By 600 A. M. thoy fnish thelr cocking and ll 
domestic works end they start towards their 

sop Donger, fields cenying focd cnd bebies at their 
back. There les very lass ditference between 
males and females so far c= the division of 
labour is considered. Women exe goneslly non- 
vegetcrian in neture. They take meet, dry-fish, 
‘green vegetables, Mandis ie thelr staple food. 
They do not reccive eny pueca or kutche foods 
‘rom their domb ‘neighbour. 
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“They consider their totus as higher than the 
Dombs. They donot go to any Domb’ house, 
feven they cannot sit on thelr verandah. But 
{8 wage earning labourer these women use 10 
‘90 with them in group for constuction of roeds. 
But ther is deviction observed in the cese of 
‘their children. They play and read with ‘Domb's 
children end they also eat cooked food from the 
Domb's house. They do all these without the 
knowledge of their patents. 


‘The males appear to be less capable and 
leas enthusiastic in economic activites than the 
females. As they are shifting cultivetors the 
help of women  isindispensible to them. The 
women folk are vety had working and active. 
‘They also shoulder higher responsibilities of tho 
family. Clearing the shrubs on the podu fond, 
‘manuring, heeing, dressing, reaping, winnowing 
the crops after harvesting ete. are exclusively 
done by the women folk. The women do not 
toke part in any rituals connected with shifting 
cultivation. Women aro foibidden to climb trees, 
Therefore. they collect ruits while men climb 
{tees to pluck mango, orange end jeck fruits ete. 
The women also wesve mat, with leaves of the 
wild éote-polm, stitch loaf cupe and lost 
plates at thelr leisure time, Both men and 
women work sa wage eomning labourer. When 
they go for work, they go in group. The female 
fand_malo form seperate groups. Previously the 
Doneria Kondh women did not tke to work 
‘wege earner rather they prefered to. work 
‘at their Donger field. In construction ond 
repairing of house women help men In al sors 
‘of work except thatching which is a tcboo for 
them. They take cere of the domestic anime 
such 28 buffalo (Kodru), cow (Kodi), Gout 
(Adds) Pig (Pai) etc. They do all sorts of 
oueehold works euch 26 cooking, fetching 

‘tank or well, clecning 
un end walle with 


foncto to their children. They not only 
‘Give birth but algo take care of thom. Ag 
smother they have more duties in sociliztion 
process. They give bith to the children, feed 
‘them and property guide them to develop. 
‘Most of them ere not aware of the sanltary 
habits of the health. At the time cf diseste 
they only sorve their children in thet indigenous 
‘wey. When their children gutter trom fever, 
cold or cough they teke help of the medicin 
man. For heeling of fever they call for 
"Puchors’ i atte performed under osth. 


Here they have 10 go to the village “Belu’ who 
performs the titual st his own house. He, with 
{he help of two Bejunis observe the ritual. As 
fa tomunetation he receives one hen end two 
"Ruda’ of rice. 

It ie algo seon that most of the mothers have 
dovsloped. interest towards the education of 
‘their childron, Generally thoy send their children 
to the Dongrie Kondh Development Agency 
School which is located at their village. They 
annot teach thom at their homes. 


‘As core taker of the family women shoulder 
higher responsibilities and act a8 the cashier of 
the household and they Keep monoy and 
‘account of the family. 


‘Tho religion of Dongria Kondh centres round 
‘the propilision of Gods, spirits through some 
‘notes and, sacrifices, 


DDharani Penu (earth goddess) is installed in 
‘a hut in the frontyard of each village called 
‘kuddi’ and is represented by throo elevated 
‘stores placed horizontally upon them. Sho is 
‘specifically worshipped during ‘Bihon Lske” and 
Metich festhal (Moriah Laka) by ‘Jani" and 
Lambs: 

‘The spirit poteuased woman called “Bojuni” 
have higher status in the society 08 
they practize devination and cure diseases. 
‘They have to take long course of training from @ 
Competent praceptors before they become 
‘Quilted practitioners, During her training period 
sho pute on a ted ‘Sar’ (Uchitrs Gandhs) a 
‘uses two metal bolisat her ankles. She puts 
uncle of peacock feather (Tenya) over the head 
fof a sufferer and st the sametime she blows 
‘and whips some incantations. The Bejuni can 
forecast the future events for which villegers 
pay respect to her, Tho importance of the 
ole of Bejunis Ie elaborately dealt with in the 
‘itusl "Ghente Pareb’ which is desciibed in the 

‘of ress", pp. 187 of Or. N. 


in tho month of Baisokh. ‘Ghanta’ means 
fenrthen pot and each such pot with four cakes 
{e offered to "Tekrent Penu’ along with 2 sacrk- 
ficial animal by the vow taker who suffers from 
‘smalf-pox and cholera. Ia this festival the role 
fof Bejuni is remarkable. The “Pat-Bejuni* and 
‘ther ~Bejunis’ st in a row, each with 2 winno- 
‘wing fan for dovinaton. The Pat-Bajuni drows 
ee squares representing three Penus with 
‘sunred rice powder and piles up 2 heep of 


ery 


fice bell io esch of the thee squares. There 
fsfter all the Bejunis start singing ia. chorus. and 
invoke three Penus while offering rice to them. 
‘After all the Penus are visualised the Bejunis, 
‘long with drum besters go-round the villgo 
and fs outskirts fo! soven times waving @ bunch 
fof peacock feather over their heads towards the 
fev spite, On the second day Pat-Bejuni 
sorinkls water with @ mango twig from tho 
tearthen pot over their heads to purfy the house 
from pollution and in return collects sundried 
rice presented to her by szch house wife, On 
‘the third day cs Pat-Bejuni 's possessed by 
‘Tekreni-Penu’ and thereafter ho behaves like 
‘Takrani, When she regains het sensos tho lam 
is sacrificed by tho Ichan Jani and blood is 
‘Sprinkled over the piles of rice for three Penus. 
Thereafter, vowstakers sacrifice thelr vot 
‘imal on tht altar one after the other in the 
“Ghenta’. The Bejunis simply touch those 
“Ghants’ in order to purty that, 


When all the sscifices are over, the Pat- 
‘Bojunl along with het team of Bejunis and drum- 
beaters goes in a procession to the western 
‘outsket of the vlloge and the villeger® lrospec- 
tive of ege and sex roll on the giound to get 
touch of the feet of the Pat-Bojuni. Then the 
Pat-Bojuni performs a rituol ot the Jatra-Kudl 
jn.a manner similar to earlier ones and sacrifice 
‘pigeon by piercing @ shorp bamboo stab 
‘through its rectum, 


‘Attor thie tho ritual comes to an end, The 
vow-tokerstoke away theit respective ritualistic 
food and offer only the head of the snimole 
already socrficed to the “Bojunis’. Tho Pai 
Bejuni alone receives the lamb. All the Bojunis 
distribute tice and head of tho animale 
‘equally 


Besides the abovessid ritual, the Dongrio 
Kondh observe ‘Solongi Puja! “Mendia Rani, 
‘Pika’, ‘Donget Puja’, "Bihon Puja, in goneral 
‘ond ‘Meriah Puje" in petlculor, Th’s yoer tho 
Dongria Kondh observed the ‘Nuathia’ (Marengi 
Laks) in a very simple menner. No communal 
feast of communal hunting are performed. Tho 
village Secapancha (Lachamana Wedaka) end 
Bejurcum-medicine man (Daiteri Kedraka) and 
many members sitting together at the village 
Kuddi (Sedar Ghare) hed decided not to observe 
‘the festival purposely as they had not enough 
‘money end they hed to visit Bhubeneswor to 
meet’ the Ministor for some politics! issue. 
Irrespective of age and sox, all the Dongria 
Kondh a 2 member of society must have to 


‘obey certain tobocs like food taboos, tctemic 

{eboos, reproductive taboos and mo:tuar¥ taboos, 

fete. 10 avoid mishars. One perurient woman 

is requited to observe cortsia tabcos end restic~ 

tions for Ineience— 

(a) She must not visit the burial ground 
which my he-m the chid fa the womb. 


(8) Sho must not go alone to cniy clice in 
the evening of night 89 es to avoid 


coming under the influence of <vi 
points. 
(@) At her advance stage of pregncney she 


is edvfand not to take up herd wok lko- 
carrying logs from the forest which my 
causa bation of miscortiag:. From 
{he tme of Fregnency, ‘ll the confine 
ment tho husband | shaulde's more 
responsiblity <nd tikes full care of his 
wife. It. Is) because to tho Dongrias 
the ehild ig conside.ed 10 be the blessing 
of Dheranl Penu and algo bw considers 


‘is wito os 0 better-halt of his. i 


During tho survey, 43 households wero 
yveiod ond fartiity, days were recorded. It ix 
ven thet out of 249 total population, 128 males 
‘tnd 161 fomales, Tho sex ratio of the study 
190s found to be 1,268 females per 1.000 
miles. Out of 161 fomeles, the number of 
rmanicd fomale is 90. Thore wee 4 cxsos of 
abortion, 4 casce of stil birth, 31 cxaes of 
intent maitelty in that village. The rate of 
fotilty of the females. is found to be very low. 
lk porhags due to their usuel visit t0 the 
Dormitory house where they built physical rels~ 
tionship wth tha unmerlad ‘dhangdas’. This date 
is rocotded form the Ashram of Smt. Malati Biswal. 
‘This Ashram is cdministoed by the Kosturebe 
Memorial Trust, The doctor hed the opinion 
thet thie lg one of the causes for the low fertlity 
tate of both the huzbord and the wite. Some 
Dongra fect thet tho uso of butfslo meat is 
iso another factor of tow feriity. But they 
fro €0 much sccustomed in toking butfalo moat 
Tiquor thet they cannot escepe from this 


hel 


)Bartonnoss is regarded as 3 stigma in theit 
s2caty. The Dongtiss have no herbal medicine 
{0 ute for tho cura of barrenness. But they hevo 
medicine to induce complete bavrenness. It. 
‘theiwiee help them in. family. plenning. For 
thi, they believe thet if seven rod ‘Ksincha” so=ds 
fre cut by @ woman, she nove conceives afte: 
thet. ‘Bano bot is cn fective herbs! medicine 
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used by the Dongtics, This root is pounded 
‘and the juice ie sqeezed for the medicine. Orel 
‘dminist ction of about half's cup of this juice 
is taken fer quick znd easy detivty. Thros-yeor 
(ld ccstor bark, Kalcre leef end Bajtcmuli roots 
fr pousded 19 exact juice. Tais matue is 
rally administered whic helps quick felling of 
plscente, 

‘Their menopause occurs within the age of 46 
to 50 years. There ls medicine (0 thoss who 
desi eotlier menopaus:. Equol quantity of 
SRoskat (male Kenkeda), ‘Denjani _puyou, 
‘Mors, Dienihers’ and Penkoponge Dakl, roots 
fare pounded and the exiractod Jule» Is. ool 


In rogeids to political affairs the Dongria 
Konsh women cecupy 9 very low position In 
"They ere cot allowed to become 
‘member of the tidal councils. The posts of 
village heaémen and othr officials are here- 
rary in male line. In tha study vilage three 
tribal ladies named Bong ri Kedraka. Sitar 
Wadske and Siogeri Wadska have topistered 
thei name in the Matila Somit, It is due to 
the constant inspietion end co-operation of 
Mes. Malati- Biswal. who ie popularly known a 
‘Apps’. Sho is a social worker of Kasturabe 
‘Memorial Trust. In every. month, each of tho 
‘above said ladios gv Rs. 30 «3 their allowanca 
from the Government. These women are given 
high social prestige in tho villoge. These women 
have some political awareness which lp thom 
10 diacuss with their husband 


‘Tho Dongris Konéh women enjoy freedom of 
panicipation in village dence and music, thoy 
‘spend most of thet leisure hours. through gossip. 
metry meking, music and by sewing of the 
‘traditional scart (Gundu) siting at the backside 
ff the house. Toy present this scart to their 
near and doar ones with much sftection. 


‘The Dongiia Kondh women aro bora and 
‘brought up in the lap of natore and are educated 
jn the traditions! socialization process. Most 
of the women of this village ore educationally 
ery beckward so far as formal education is 
concerned. In ths study village, out of 161 
females, 17 have cless-it} level of educstion, 17 
have ciase-I level cf educstion and the rest 
fre iltraye. fis recorded tact this yerr (1985) 
tree isnot single gil enrolled the village 
School. They get full halp sat > ivileges 
tivougn th: Goveransont Agency (D. K.D. A), 
Tris egency is acting there since 1978 which 


condition of tha 
agency does not 


helps in ameliorating the 
Dongrias. Particulztly this 
focus on the women, 


ANNEXURE 


‘A consua of the vilego Is collected in. order 
10 findout she concuntration of women in va ious 
‘ago-gr0up. The uge range covers fom G 10 60) 
Yyea's, thoving Interval of 18 yoara. It reveals 
thet highest couuniaiton of female comes in 
tho age-group (30—44) |. numbering 66, 
‘Tot:t numbor of fomale chiléren ecmes 10 47, 
‘Total number of meriod female comes to bo 90. 
Number of old lady comes to 3. Numb:r of 
female youth found to be 33. While collecting 


these data, Interviow method, obsaivation 
method and genealogical method wore 
adopted, 

ANNEXURE Il 


‘A epeciel etudy wae undortskon to. ropesent 
stitistically the cosition of mesied women 
Including unmoiied girls of thet society. This 
status hes boen bror dl stucied undo: five heads 
‘such e8 Social, Economic, Poiticcl Religious «nd 
Eavestion:|, ecch ving thro level ‘High’ 
"Moderate’ and ‘Low’. 


Analysis 

Im-economie sphare thoy ere no doubt far 
below the poverty lino stil thon, they are divi 
dod acceding. to thelr own standard in terms of 
qua tion of Tend end oecup. tion. Those women 
having two to thice oi chovs "Donges* «ra 
(gioupod under ‘High. Trosy Rving one to. two. 
‘Dongcr’ come vider ‘Modsrst." group and thoso 
heving below one ‘Bonger termed es ‘Low’. tis 


soon that 120 Numbor (743%) of femtle out 
of 161 femate eve ‘Low’, 99 Numbor (242%) 
fof frmale have. ‘Madotati* cad 7 Numba’ 
(1°24) have hgh oonomicstetus. But 


eeo'ding 19 the division of labour cent per et 
ff th m have ‘High’ economic st tus 


Ji och Ifo the vision fe bosd on the 
prcgont mis ita etatus of women. Those Who 2/0 
‘artied como under High, those who 1 widow 
‘fo. "Moderete’ and. divoreres cro given ‘Low’ 
status. It ie noticed thet 67 number (7428) 
(f fomale out of 90 have ‘High’ cocie stots, 20 
hhumber (22°229%) have medurate ond 2 rulmber 
(832%) have fow social status, Those of un- 
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rmartied female youth children are 
flgo eockelly in good postion, Theso unmanied 
ils heve no eduestion at all. They only receive 
Informal edueetion from their parcors,thel: Kiths 
find King. But they #1 givon with much affection 
In heh sockty. They 210. <llowved to visit thet 
relotivs, villega miikit and te move round. with 
thoir Fiene's in tha viloge. They. ate sso perel- 
‘ted to go to their village dormicry house, which 
|s one of tholr traditione! Institutions. 


Jn politica! lite, those who ote politically sens 
tive ave termed a8 High’, these who have polit- 
cl awareness are grouped as “Moderste’ and 
‘who hava loost political awareness known as 
"Low! Out of 114 females, 7 mumbor (86%) 
cof fem les have "Kigh’, 18 number (12-16%) have 
'Moderat' end 92 oumber (61°98%%) cf fl 
hheve “Low' politcc! statue. Here, the femal 
shildeen qumbeting 47 ate exclud-d’es they hove 
vet dev loned eny polities! conseloveness. In 
religious fe the division fg bised cn_theit_ per 
fotmances and prectiecs of itusle. Those who 
pefcien communst worship are eall-d a8 “Bsjuni 
‘and eto given ‘High’ ¢stus, those who worship 
‘only the household diities aye "Medetste’ and 
185 mumb:v (428%) of fomale ave ‘Low’ ral 
ious status. 


Ting eduction int ccount lar dusted 
rie tear nasbitanel ope caret eer 
Slaton std above ne trmed 8 gh toes 
Mier wre ue ear elie oe toe 
Modeot! ond the ele eam Undet 
‘Low’. Out of 161 f male 127 number (78°89%) 
of times su Hientoy 94: number (201%) ot 
feels favs we nary coven ah ine 
iano © Ag Toma fou to br edad vo 
Apo bint leet Blvnlon: Toe prjnege 
weaien torus be axe (092) Te eee 
Ha poner ea hare elpge rat 
mmomuse wich me Kulp thm 19 prove 
Condon, they 48 povided. wit eatan 
inert tough ‘Ange Bil hvovgh forma 
ousting bf ey teehee by swig ther 
Sinahiee rang to etuooios ey cen 
Snghtoned end ecourged and com forward 
inte number o eudy ithe sce! 


Conclusion 


From tho ebeve said ¢nalysie tie clear 
though Dongris Kondh women are. debs ied from 
cconain raligious end manegeriel function, their 


social status I very high. It is also established 

‘that In vatious aspects of social fe women enjoy 

‘status and freedom such as in the choice of a 

husband, pre-marital sexual licence, seeking of 

divorce and #0 on, But in other fow aspects such 
‘thoy get low status. 


‘There fs an urgency in helping these women 
through developmental administration towards 
‘gaining social, eduostion and economic emanci- 
pation by which the inherent strength of these 
‘women can be channelized towards all round 
evelopment. 


37 


The Bhunjla of the Sonabera Plateau and 
Strategy for their Development 


According to 1981 census the Scheduled tribe 
population in Orissa is 595,067 je. 2243 por- 
‘ent of the total population of the Stato. There 
‘19 as many a8 62 categories of Scheduled tribe 
tiving in Varied cultures. Now their arena is not 
{at all separate. from the non-tibal habitation. 
‘But they are unique In thelr culture and life style. 
‘These tribal communities form socially inde 
pendent groups in contrast to their non-tribal 
counterparts. Due to backwardness In economy 
‘and education, they feel under-developed and 
automatically isolated. 


Shunja, a small wibe having @ population of 
7,10 (1971) found mostly in Kalahandi district 
‘of Orissa whore their number exceeds 6,000. 
Besides Orisa, they are found distributed in its 
‘adjacont Raipur district of Madhya Pradesh. The 
‘etymological meaning ofthe term is "growing 
‘out of Land” and the Bhunja think themselves 
‘ere tho fore-runners of those who. landed on the 
cart fist. 


Rusgol_ and Hiralal have mentioned in. “Tho 
‘Tribes and Castes of Central Provinces in. India” 
that the Bhunjias have origineted from the Union 
‘between the Gond and the Hoha. But lacking 
‘any circumstantial evidence regarding the authon= 
ticity, it's very difficult to ascertain this view 
point. Whetsoever. there lies 2 lot of ‘simi- 
lattes between the Gonds and the Bhunjias, 
taking into account. their physique, economic 
Ite, social organization and religious practices. 


‘The Bhunjia in Kalehsndi distict are living in 
Scnabera plateau which Is situated at a height 


‘of 3,000 feet up the a-level. It lee roughly 
between 21°25° north to 21°30° north latitude 
and 82°35" east longitude. Living in the 


lend from where thelr kin-members have diffused 
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‘As per the 1871 census thelr population is 
7.410 in Oriss8. Out of which Kelahandi distict 
tops the liste, 5,673 and noxt is Koraput 
isyict whore thelr number is 1635, 


‘The tribe has been divided into two main 
‘scctions namely the Chukutio Bhunjit and tho 
‘Chinds Bhunjie, the former represents the original 
‘section of the tribe and later, the acculturated 
Section of the tribe. The Chukutia sections aro 
ubiquitously found in the adjoining aroas of tho 
‘Sonsbera plateau end the Chinda  Bhunjas ato 
found scattered in the plains with other ethnic 
‘groups. 


‘A mytical legend focuses thet at one point 
cof time the Bhunjia of a particular area wore all 
blood-relations and. there was no group with 
whom to have atfinal relationship. Time peesed 
‘on. Once tho Gonds came into that area 
‘ccidentally end marriage relationship was esta 
blished with them and resulted two intor-marying 
‘Groups namely, Markamn and Netem. 


Hence, socially the tribe is divided into two 
‘exbgemous moieties, the Netam & the Markam. 
‘The former stands for nil banshi (the coneangul- 
neal relatives) and the lator stands for sural 
banshi (the affinal relatives) 


‘The Bhunjia possess a feily muscular body with 
dark skin colour. ‘The stature varies from 
short to medium height while a few cosos 
‘of tall statures are often found. They speska 
dialect which is a mixure of Orla” and 
(Chhatisgarhi. 


‘The Bhunjia villages very in size from a6 small 
287 to 10 households to 2s big os 50 to 60 
households. 


‘The most_ striking cultural land merk among 
the Bhunjia ia thelr Witchen-shed which is built 
part ftom other huts of 2 household is fenced 
‘round sothat no outsider cenhave any contect 
With the shed, In cage by mistake any body 
Touches eny part of it, the same is immediotaly 
fet cn fire and razed to the ground. For that 
period the fod. is cooked jn an enclosed spece 
Cinta new shed is built up. The kitchen-shed 
isone of the sacred places end no women 
during her menses is allowed to enter intoit. 
Kitchen-shed continues to be held es 2 shvine. 


‘The main_sad the supreme dsity of the 
Bhunjos Is Sunadel, She hes imposed some 
Testctions on her devotees. Some of thes> 
testictions aro the use of tiles. for roofing, the 
ots and beds for sleeping. the country husking 
lever for paddy husking and the use of blouse 
by the women. 


‘Tho commensal resrictions and food toboos 
‘observed by both men and women keep them 
fs cleatly marked tribal community ond 
‘them in preserving their cultural distinctivenrss 
‘and identity. They have been following those 
Impositions 90 rigidly thet any violation in ony 
{otm will defintely bring malady énd. ill-harvest. 
One iMustation here will clearly tablish the 
fact. 

‘That once the Forest Department decided to 
build an inspection Bunglow et Sonebora 
village with a tle roof, But the Bhunjies living 
hove raised objection of it. But later on. they 
‘nad boon convineed thet the building did not 
belong to them. So they co-operated with the 
work and the buling constuction wes done 
withthe tle root. 

“The Economic life of the tribe is very simple 
and of subsistence type. In order to maintain 
their subsistence they practise low fend peddy 
cultivation. and shitting cultivation in small 
paiches. The exticct ftom lends and tho 
‘leaning fiom the forest provide them just the 
bere minimum. Small landholding end the 
primitive method of cultivation cetaid. them to 
prosper inthe fsid of egricuture resulted poor 
fsconomic condition day by day. So whatever 
food one gets from sil sources Ie less than 
the required coneumption. So the question of 
saving is out of thought. 

‘They are in tho habit of carrying on shifting 
cuttivation which is called Bewar, 2 tem used 
by the Gonds of Madhye Predesh for such 
‘ype of egricutural practice. It ls © co-operative 
prectice Le, the labour is available to exch 
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hovetheld without any peyment. A patticuler 
piece of lend is cultvsted for thtee consecutive 
yeets efter which itis Kept fellow for 3 to 4 
YYeors thereafter it is egein teken up for growing 
crops. 

‘The Bhunies giow Boite (Pennisetum 
yphoideum), Janha (Sorghum vulgare), end 
cocumber in the lands around their houses: 
‘which are known 2s. hari Jemi (lands). These 
‘crops are followed by musterd, mize end 
bbeans wihich are grown in the seme beri lands. 


‘The local varias of peddy which they 
‘grow ate Scnkarci, Benskenthie, Dubreje ond 
Seli. Thete efe also other loct! varieties of 
‘paddy namely, Setha, Kull ond Bairigunthe which 
‘eke a period of “thee to four months for 
harvesting. High yielding varieties of peddy 
‘crops are still unknown to them. 


The paddy flelds are more oF less open to 
‘the reveges of wild animals. Unless they take 
pins to keep watch over their fields end dive 
‘away the wild enimals, they cen hardly expect 
to reep 2 good hetweet. Untimely rein ond 
frost fll elso effect the growth of the plents, 
Which result in poor herest. They do. not 
have sny control over the patasites woeds, 
Ingecte end other pests which ruin the crops. 


‘Tho study of the tbe is worthneting trom 
two angles. One ie releted to cultural conser- 
vatlam of the tribe and the Impositions which 
perpetuate continuity of treditionsl cultural 
pattem end the other riletes to tho seaiching 
ip of s suitable etretegy of the eccnemi 
upliftment of the tribe. Now the enthiopolo 
in ection have not been interested in preserving 
the Wibel ecmmunites es museum spceimen 
for their enthropolegice! study. —Insteed they 
‘are in searching up of @ suitable stctegy and 
planning for their overell development using 
the ethrogrephic knowledge collected directly 
from the fel. 

‘The following suggrstions mey help 
‘changing the socio-economic conditions of the 
[Bhuniie living in the platens 


1. Input assistance of fertilisers will reple 
the cutting of bush and smoll shurbs end even 
rave species which ee being dried, burnt and 
the ashes used in the field es manures. 


2. Roed communicction is badly necessary 
to keep contect between the Bhunjias of the 
pilateeu ond the necrest business centre |. 
Komne and Khaviet. So the tient middle men 
‘cen not take ecvontege over their products. 


3. Road communication will help the Gover- 
rnment and semi-Government officials to teke 
‘up the villages in the plateeu to. implement tho 
developmental schemes and keop touch with 
the follow-up actions. 


4, Digoase is not uncommon to them. The 
blind believes and the religious dogmas will not 
medically help to get cure a man, the diagnosis 
‘and treatmont. Without finding any sourea 
‘of modicaltroatmant the Bhunjas are to depend 
‘upon thelr supreme Goddews *Sunadel” who 
‘acta as tho custodian of thelr aociety boing 
proptiated by worship and offerings So a 
hhoapital of any type Is necessary in the platoou. 
‘Aaa rosult tho poor ignorant inhabitants. will 
immediately got the medical tiatment which 
will In long run help to ween them out of blind 
b ind religious dog 


6, Literacy [8 the weapon for the soclo-eco- 
rome change now, Through It people become 
anigulative and eapdble of perceiving, — imter- 
poting,cxtcizing and. finally transforming 1 
society in an upward direction. But in. the 
plateau the educational facilites ere out of 
‘question. So propor educational facilities 
‘should be ptovided to the Bhunjias living in 
‘the platoau. 


6. Taking the ignorance of the tribe many 
illeminded non-tribal home at informing end 
trading have infitatad into the plateau 10 
find out thoir forune. The migrants are well 
equipped with advanced technology and are 
far-advanced in both crop and animal. huabendry’ 
‘88 compared to tho indigonous tibele of ‘tho 
Dlatoau, 80 to. Say who are still in the stago 
‘of pro-agricultural tage of development. 
‘Attempts should be made to keep away thoao 
‘migrants. who ore exploiting them —khowingly 
‘and unknowingly 


‘The suitable measure fore global develop: 
mont of this communities Is to declare. them 
'2 primitive tribe and. the Sonabera_platoay 
‘os ono of the Scheduled area of the Stat 
which will consequently bring Into force the 
Taw and order of the Government th 


Keeping these above fecte in view, 8 location 
specific. micio-prolect canbe established in 
the plateau for the lround development of 
‘the group and certainly enough these group 
‘of people can enjoy an ovetlasting freedom 
from poverty, disoase and illiteracy. 


IMPORTANCE OF SOME FOLK PLANT NAMES 


Introduction 

Plants ere used by the man from the onset 
‘of Civilisation from generation to generation a8 
ood, medicine, timber, fuel, beverages, oll, 
‘Qum, fodder, dye and many other miscellaneous 
Toaeons, Largo number of plants aro used from 
Birth to’ death for everyday requirements. They 
‘are thus required to be referred and are 
‘assigned vernacular namos, Only those plants 
Which are either not of any use or rare in the 
‘area are dovold of local names. 

Folk names or local names vary from place 


te place; language to language and community 


{to community depending upon tho use of plant 
fr its. parts in. which people are interested. AB 
‘result, sometimes one plant gots too meny 
local names. According to Jain (1963) several 
hundred plants hove over twenty local names. 
Similarly several different plants are given one 
‘and the same local name. 

Many a times, folk namos rater to charactoietlc 
», sie of utlty of the plant or its 
parts. Which may provide ussful_ information. 
According to Brotting (1984) comparative 
‘studies of the common names and uses of 
particular plants by different humea cultures aro 
‘needed to confirm the seemingly strong correla- 
tlon between particular human uses for plents 
and descriptive or functional common names, 

While working among the tibals of Orissa. in 
various districts for ethno medica botanical 
‘axplosations some intaresting folk names referred 

by locel inhabitants or tribe! communities in 
diferent regione were recorded 
diary. 

It was found interesting to compile the deta 
collected for local names. An attempt has been 
made to analyse local names of some medicinal 
plants collected from different regions and 


a the field 


a 


R. D, Girach, Aminuddin 
and Idris Ahmed 


ditferent communities during the survey tours of 
‘ribel pockets of Orissa to see how information 
‘on vernacular names of plants is useful to us, 

Data collected on 83 plant names fs tabulated 
In table 1 and 2 respectively. 
Observations 

Folk names of 63 medicinal plants are reported 
ln this communication out of which 20 folk 
‘names are refered to plants depending upon 
their function (37°73 per cont) and 33. folk 
‘names are descriptive (6227 per cent) Table 2. 

Out of 20 folk nemes of functional nature, & 
names are assigned as to suggest thelr specific. 
use in particular disease, 3 folk names suggest 
plsciidal activities of tho plants, 4 names euggest 
tholr edible properties. While 9 names aro 
twferred to other uses like necklace, broom, 
‘adultant, skin initant or in magico religious 
Deliofs. (Table. 1) 

Toble 2 indicates that 25 folk names 
‘based on form (775 per cent) |. 


particular organs of plants or animals, folk names 
fare based on habitat (12-12 per cent) |. ©. plant 
‘growing In water or neat water sources, or 
‘showing xorophytic characters, while 4 folk 
‘names (1212 por cont) indicate both habitat and 
form of the plant. 

Hemidesmus indicus—-R. Br. 
"Sugandhi" dus to an aromatic 


is called 
smell in ite 


Iehnocarpus fruitescens R. Br. (Root) wae found 

be similar to thet of sugandhi which is sold as 
‘dultrant of sugendhi. ts root is devold of 
‘any aromatic smell. Thue this may help in 
collection of genuine drug in the field. 


Discussion 

‘Human beings have developed very. strong 
relationship with plants. Plants known for their 
‘uses for various purposes in daily Ife are given 
focal names, 


Folk names some times provide « very useful 
Information about the plant (Jain, 1963). Most 
fof the folk mans aro based either on some 
charecteriatic feqqures of the plant or they are 
fofored duo to thelr epecifie  propertion 
{Biotting 1984), 

It was found that vernacular plant names 
‘given by the tribel communitioe of Orisa, fal 
Toto two categories |, 6, functional and 
doserptive. 

Vernacul plant names of descriptive nature 
may furthot be classifiod depending upon shape, 
folour and ether morphological festures of 
plant or thelt parts, Similaly. vernacular plant 
fhames of functional nature may also. be divided 
‘according to medicinal, pigelcidal, toxic, or 
harmful nature and hebitat. Thus’ confirming 


‘Summary 

Folk names of tho plants are functional and 
descriptive in nature among the tribals of 
ries. 

Carefully recorded plant names may ive 
useful information on plants, They may serve 
Jn somo cases as an important ald for quick 
field identification and to avoid controvercy. 
Acknowledgement 

‘Authors ayo grateful to the Director and 
Deputy Director (Tech,) for granting us feck 
for visting tribal arces of Orlese, and foros 
‘officials for help infield work. 

Roteconcos 

Brotting P.K. 1984 ., Folk names and uses: 
for Mavtyniacoous plants 

Eco, botany; 38 (4): 

452-463). 

‘The Origln and utility of 

‘eome voinsculer plant 

name. Proceedings of 

the National academy of 

Sclences, India part. IV: 


Jain SK, 1968 


the views of Jain, (1863) and Bretting (1984). 528-630. 
TABLE ! 
Vernecular Names (Functional) 
Locality Teron Pert Remerks 
FB. No. 
Oy @ Oy ©) 


Bhadrak (1) Cassia oft L. 


Jadoomari 


Lest (0) «+ Jedoo-yinpworm, Mar-to ll 
plant le uoful iq. the. te 
tmant of ringworm. 


Sayidebed —Andrographie paniculta ghul nba... Plant (M).. Bhul-Herb, —_ Nimbo-negm 
GN Ne ‘Arnot itor (n taste Uke that 
of nog. 
[Ekhar (78) Nyetanthes arbortistisL» Hat inghar .. Flower (M) Har-Necklace, _Singhar-to 
decorate, flowers os neck 
wu (@8) Cleome viscose L. =. Any Siren «Sapa (M) —Anu-amall, —sleaso-eg90 
hate Gia Mean fp 
Dhulsi (835) Thysonoleene —maxina Jhedu Gutcho Inlorescen- Gorcho:plant 
Ohte. oo. ‘ut of Inflare= 


Bolghar Cus quadrangulels \. Hed bhange .. Stem (0) Had-bones, _ Bhanga-broken 

(358) plant "applied to foetured 
bones. 

Geviapara —Teagla dovoluerata .-. Bichusti «Plant —=_Bichhu-teorpon, plant causing 


her (496) 


‘kin iitatlon lke thet of. 
scorpion bite at touch. 


Locality Texon Veracular Part Remarks 
B. No. Name 
0 @ @) oy ©) 
aentiapada Clerodendron siphonan- Puda nargi .. Stem (D) —_Nargl-A type of blister on the 
(978) thus Br. hhead of children plant (stem) 
to be ted as an amulet. 

Sager _—_-Stereosopermum suaveo- Utkapall.. Fruit (D) .. Ut 

(1122) fens De. used to cure migraine (Adh 
co) 

Bedsmpaher Smilex macrophylla. Ramdantunl.. Stem (MAB) Boliot among the tribals thet 

(1341) Roxb. twigs of the plant was usod. 
by Lord Rama as tooth stick 
during Venves, 

Durgaizharan Strychnos —potatorum Koyeit manjho Fruit, Manjh-fish, fruit used to 

(2033) Linn. f, polson fishos. 
Narsingnsth Moilotus philippinensis Sindurl «Glandular Red dyo from glandular halra 
(2020) Muell Halre-on the resembles sindur in colour. 
ft 
Sonabohda Dioscoree bulbifore L... Pitta Konda .. Tuber... Pitta-bittor __Konda-und 
(2054) ‘ground part (tuber, Rhizome 
+ Root, ete.) Tuber bitter In 

Sinapell _Ces/aeoromandeliana Patt manjh «« = Manihtish, crushed 

~ (2079) wall leaves used for poisoning 
flahes, 

Sinapalli Amaranthus spinosus Kanto wgo .. Plant (E) 090-vogerabl 

(2080) plant having spins used 
Vegetable after cooking. 
‘Mudulipada Elephortopus scabor \. Gashti gatcho Plant bit gatcho» 
(1651) weed as magico oll. 
gious bolisf to overcome. the 
‘offect of evil spirit. 

‘Mudulipada Cassava tomentose Fruit (P) .. Manjh-fsh; fruit powder used 

3h poison. 

Simlipal .. Portulace Oleracee L. .. Dall ot Plant (E) .. Are-vegotablo; plant uted os 
vegeta 

Motu. Growla rothi De.) .. Mirichara.. Plant (E) .. Mir/-Dowri chara-grass, orose 
Plant relished by deer. 

Poikmal —--Mucune prurta Hook... Bei Khujari.. Fruit (SL). Khuje-ititant or itching 
{ult causes Itching at toueh 
with sin, 

‘Fbrevietions used + 

‘D—Associated with disoaso 
E-Edible 

P—Piscicldel 

S—Skin lnitant 


‘M—Miscollaneous 
MRB—Megico-religioue beliefs 


43 


TABLE 


‘Vernacular names (Descriptive) 
Locality Texon Vomeculr nome Part Remarks 
iy @ ® @ 6) < 
Rrojurpada —.. Hemidesmus indicus Sugendhi Root (F)!- Sugandh-Odour, Fe- 
ner shiv died roots fine 
‘our. 
olghiar + Ruble cordifolia (X) Rang cher. Root plot Rang=eolourcher= 
ore root having. coloured 
(Creiah brown ) root 
bane 
fal pathar —.. Elephontopesseaber(L) Mayur chula .. Inf lore" Mayurmp ea cock 
b tcence (F) Chul lamp eccock’s 
crown. 
wiaparaghet :. Aotamone mexicana L. Nippenis «Plant (H).. 
-xerophytic habit of the 
plant 

Gorieparaghat —.. Phyllanthus aituri (L) Bhul gonta: s+ Plant (F) .. Bhul==small eel ete 
amocrangoment 
feaveatiko emis, Aho 
hevingsillanty with 
that of Amie (6. 
Otficnat.) 

Gurguia Combretum param Bhai eran. Plat (F) .. Hrd having winged 

Wom fruits the Arjun (. 
arjune). 

CGurouria ——.. Mimote oudica(L) .. Lael chut mui Laat (F) .. Leaves at touch close 
thelr lectlote os if 
feeling shyattho 
touch, 

Santhya sx Opuntiediters How... Nog pheri «Stem **(F)Nog=cobre, Phenize 
ood. shape of tom 
resembling. hood of 
cob. 

Savthya Euphorbia truce (L) Dangull sy .. Plant (F).. Dengulimplces, su 
edge A hedge plant 
. resembling joint pieces 
s+ Pradera footise (V) Gandtali.. Plant (F) .. Ganch-=foetid mel 
of 

s+ Maryoia dandm .. Begh natha .. Flower"*(F) 


claw. flower in 
condition resembles 
tiger's claw. 


Locality Taxon Vernacular Part Remarks 

[o) @) @ @) () 
‘Badampahar Holicteres isore L. ..  Murmutis Frult (F) .. Murmurla=s pir a lly 
* ‘coiled fruit, 

Datura festuoseL. Koda dudura ., Plant (F) .. Koda==Black, Plant 
hhaving blackish stem 
sand mibrib, 

++ Terminatia —chebula Kos! daroo int (F) .. Daroo=tres, Kosi= 
«Retz, harada, 
‘Chendbali Manihot —_tilissima Simul Konda .. Plant (F) .. Simuli=bombox 

Poh. Kon da=underground 
position, plant 
tesembles like semal 
(8. -matabarleum) in 
eaves end having 
tuberous root. 

Khalrput ++ Hemidesmus indicus Dudho toh Plant (F) ., Oudho=latex, Leh= 

A. Br. climber. A cimber 
having latox. 

Sogaro ++ Phaseolus sublobetus  Banbiti ++ Seeds (MF) Bon=wild (Jonge) 

Roxb. Biri=Moong. A wild 
relative of moang, 

lunagadh ++ Zizyphus oenuplia Konto koli Fruit (F) +. Konta==spines)  koll== 

Mili fruit, Fruit of the plont, 
having spines. 

Matkangir! «Gardenia atiforla Aiton Dongar kutudu Plant (F) .. Dongar=etony, 
mountains plant 
‘showing ite habitat, 

Gandhaman Porbot Asparagus racemosus Ishwar ata .. Plant (F) .. Iehwor=God, Jato 

Wil Hair (Koh) plant 
osembling kesh of 
‘0d. 

Paikmal ‘Sphooranchus indicus Bhul kadam .. Plant (F) ., A herb resembling 
ty ‘mini kedam — (Antho: 
cephelos —cacdembe) 
when in fulting. 
Sinapell Pitheocloblum dulce Ganga tentuli .. Plant (H.F.) Tontull indicus 

Benth, (iml)”— Gange==tiver, 
Plant growing neat 
water resources having 

Aplimela ‘Monitiot —_utilissima Rasokandoj ado Plent (F) .. 


Pohl 


having leaves tke 
‘Arand. with letex and 
with — underground 
tuber. 


OO) 


6) 


urguria 


Bhanj bese 


Matkangi 


Phulbani 


Tropa ghat 


Gurguria 


Loranthus sp... Atta Madang 


‘Miragyna parvitiors Gada kolm 
Korth. 


Rubus elipticus Smith Gada toot 


Polyalthes suberosaButhi Charl 
Benth. 


Thespesia lampss Dalz. Bankappa 


Ventiego maderaspaine Rakta khal 
Goortn. 


Plant (F) .. 


Plant (F) 


Plant (F) = 
Plant (H) 


Plant (H. F.) 


Pant (H) — 


‘Stembork ** 
©. 


Plant (FM) 


Stombark 
. 


Lesvos similar to thet 
of Mirich (Copsicum).~ 


Nirmuli=without root 
A parasitic plant. 


Niparto=without ocves 


Modang=plant 
‘owing on other plant 
2% poresito —Atta= 
Arona squamosa 
Parasitic plant rowing 
‘on Arona squamose 


Goda—sttem, _koim= 
Adina corditolla plant 
growing neat stream, 
having fruit ike Adina 
cordifolia. 


Gada=stream; tooth 
plant growing around 
watery habitet. 


(Bark) 
plant having wrinkled 
stem bark. 


Bon=forest; Jungle 


Keppa=cotton 110 ¢, 
Wild plant resembling 


cotton tree 
(Gossypium). In its 
flowers and frat, 


Rekta=blood) Khim 
eter atrips of ted 
blood tine on the stom, 
atk. 


Sal=showe —robuste, 
parnistoat plant 
having leat tka sa, 


F=Form of the plant 


H—Habit/Habitat 


**—Specitic part resembling plant organ 
‘**—Specifc part resombling animal organ 


Trend of growth in height and weight among the Bison- 


Horn Maria children of Bastar 


Preliminary accounts on the growth — of, 
hts and weights of Indian childron tet 
red in tho erly thities of the present 

‘century. In Madhya Pradesh data on growth 

‘study aro limited and such studies have boen 

Undertaken by physical anthropologists in. recent 


‘youre, Sharma (1970) atudled growth in respect 
of cortain. anthropometric characters of the 
Maharoshtions of Madhya Predesh and. Miro 


(1982). Mitta and Singhro} (1982) and Singhrot 
‘and Mitra (1984) algo studied growth in respect 
‘of curtain anthropometric characters of the 
Suiyupart Brahmin girls and schoo! going girls of 
Chhattigarh (M. P.).. Tho present paper deals 
with some aspects of growth in hight and 
‘wolght of Bison-Horn Marla children, which Ie 
fn important scheduled ibe of Bestar istriet 
‘This ie the fit report of any tibal population of 
Madhya Pradesh, 


‘Material and Methods 

‘According to 1981 Census, Tribes in india 
form 7-76 per cont of ur total population, 
Madhya Prodesh, the lrgest State of the Indien 
Union, has slgo. largast tribal population. Over 
‘one-fith of the total tribal population (22-97 
er cont) of the country inhabits in thie State 
Bestar district, situated in the South-Eastern 
comer of Madhya Predesh, isthe home of Gonds, 
the largest group among the tibale in tho State 
{and third lorgestgroup in Indian tribal population, 


Sison-Hom Maria constitute 1242 per cent of 


total tribel population of the district. 


‘A cross-sections! survey was underteken on 
208 boys and 272 gis of Bison-Hom Marla, 
important endogamous ttibel group of Bastar, 
ranging in age from § to 17. yoas. The whole 
data have been collected randomly from various 


” 


(H. P.) 


Mitashree Mitra and 
Alpana Verma 


‘educations! inettutions of varlous villoges of 

distlct. Every possible coro hae been 
token to note the comrect age of the subject, 
‘The age grouping was done eccording 10 on 
Intemational convention of expressing the age et 
‘the last birthday, The techniques of taking the 
measurements wore those of Weiner and Loure 
(1969). The measurements token were 
‘nd body wolght. 


Results and Discussions 


Table 1 shows the meen values for body 
‘woight of the children under study. The mean 
value for body weight incrostee continuously 
from 8 to 17 yours, Body woight of a 8 you 
old normal boy Is 1840 Kgs. Bison-Horn 
Maria boys aro heavier than the gil, at the age 
lon Oia 3 You Than by sof 18 
oar, Bison-Horn Ma follow the rapid 
{owt andi ontnuas til the ond of 4 yours. 
Due to this, gle are heavier than the boys in 
thie period of life. This i clearly marked at the 
‘nd of the 13th year whon tho ils are about 
2 Kos, heavier than the boys. Soon after the 
‘14th your, boys follow 9 faster growin. than tho 
‘lle end continue to do 60 theroattr, til 17 
‘yoste, 20 thatthe boys ate heavier by 2 104 
Kae. then the girls at she age level 18 to 17 
years. It ls observed thst body weight at the 
290 6 ie 9422 per cont in boys and 37-21 per 
Cent in gis of its meximum velue observed at 
290 17, 


Growth velocity shows cn oaily spurt at 
4g@ 9 in boys. The meximum velocity ie observed 
‘at age 15 in boys. In boys ancther peak at the 
age of 11 yours ie also observed. In the case 
‘of gis, growth velocity shows three prominent 


if ae eee 


[Pecks ot the ges of 8, 12 and 15 yoers. At tho 
‘age of 12 yesrs it gives the maximum value of 
the sores, 


able-2 shows the moon value for ststure 
fof Bison-Horn Maria ehilden, The average 
hight of boys ind gits at § yonrs Is 10860 oms 


Increase with the incresee of eg in 
‘both boys and gifs. In the ceso of boys, the 
highest jncroment la stature is found at 8 yours 
‘ge and tho next highest leat 16 yoors. In 
fills the highest increment in stature is seen 

2 The next highest increment is 


fof tho final value In boys end giils respectively. 


‘The stature of gis is more or less seme of 
ite. 


Jn the boys, in the ly period of their 
‘Attar 11. yesre of age the git 
boys in. stature 

the rete of growth begins felling ia. git. 


‘The growth velocity show prominent growth 
in boys and 12 yusrs 


"© enelysis of the present data in terms of 
growin indicstes. thet the moximum velocity 
of growth is observed by body weight and 
stature duting adolescent period, |. e. zt the age 
Of 15 years in boys and 12 years in girls Thus 
‘wo find: thet perhaps the gonadal activity seems 
to pley @ significant role during <dolescent 
petiod 

In body weight and stature the two most 
‘composite body measurements, it was observed 
that body weight in Bison-Hor Maria children 


ismoe influenced by soxuel dimorphism then 
steture, ‘The differonco can be ettibuted to 
‘the fact that while the steture composite lengths 
(of the legs, trunk, neck end heed only, body 
Weight in addition’ to these include diometirs 
circumference and tho upper extremity dimene 
Bons. Besides it hes been well estebisne 
‘that boys possuss heavier bones thin girls 
(Vallcis. 1987; Seale, 1959), Thus body weight 
shows greater dimorphism | thin stetue in 
two soxes. According to Tanner (1982) sex 
itferenccs ore meioly due to the difference In 
timing and intensity of their adokscent growth 
spurte. He wicte, “the malo adolescent spurts 
‘occur lator thon the fomle”. Consequently. in 
the mele, the whole body has v longer period 
of giowth, causing 2 gonetelly giestor size, 
‘and also those difforental growth rates which 
‘have been operating equally in both soxes to 
‘change the propoitions from those of the baby 
to those of the adult continue 10 act for a 
longer time, 


This is 2 first report on any tribel population 
of Madhya Prodesh with hopes that it will 
provide base line information on the growth 
‘norms of two importent measures i.e. the 
stature end body weight. The other comatometie= 
paremetors ere reserved for the later restment, 
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